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PREFACE. 

Thb persons to whom the following Letters were 
addressed having desired to obtain copies of them in 
print, it has appeared to the writer expedient to offer^ 
in a preface, some few remarks, mentioning the relation 
in which he stood to the parties he addressed. 

The writer of the Letters alluded to entered St. 
David's College in March, 1836. Having been taught 
the value of his own soul, he was earnestly solicitous 
for the salvation of the souls of others ; and under a 
deep persuasion of the dreadful misery of man whilst 
without an experimental acquaintance with a crucified 
Redeemer ; and with the heartfelt conviction of the 
blessedness of every soul that truly knoweth Jesus, 
he was led to speak to his fellow students of Christ 
and Him crucified, and to exhort them to flee from 
the wrath to come, and to seek an interest in His most 
precious death. A few were^pi^ifj^pequence, " almost 
persuaded to be Christi^nsj"« lyit these having been 
won by the persuasible wpr^s of man's wisdom rather 
than by the demonstration of the Spirit and of pow- 
er,* — albeit, they received the word with joy, and 
sprang up quickly, — ^yet, having no root in themselves, 
in time of trial fell away.t 

The bread cast upon the face of the waters, how- 
ever, was found after many days.;]; From among the 
students, &e Lord at length called out a '' people for 
his name," — a ''little flock," and yet, comparatively 

»lCor.2.4. fLukeSia t EcdesUrtes IL 1. 
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not a little one, — who received the seed on good ground, 
even an honest and good heart, and who, having heard 
the word, kept it, and brought forth fruit with patience;* 
thus proving that their faith stood not '' in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God.^'f 

The Lord was pleased to employ the writer of the 
following Letters to edify these souls, and to direct 
them unto Jesus. Many a sweet meeting have they 
had together. Often has the Lord himself " stood in 
the midst," and diffused the sweet savour of His dear 
name among them, even as ''ointment poured forth."]; 
They have watched and they have prayed together; they 
have sorrowed and they have rejoiced together : and 
from this sweet fellowship arose a love so like the love 
of Jesus, and a tie so tender, yet so true, that they be- 
came as one. And so indeed they were one body having 
but one soul within it§ 

After the writer's departure from College, his affec- 
tion and concern for the dear brethren he left there 
induced him, in dependence upon God, to pen the first 
of the foUowing Letters. This he sent them, and they 
having expressed themselves profited thereby, he, at a 
later period, produced the second, and, under the per- 
mission of God, sent that to them also. The other two 
were written to two of the brethren, at a later period. 

Having re-perused these Letters prior to their being 
sent to the press, the writer cannot forbear expressing 
his genuine conviction, that it is owing to the fond affec- 
tion of his dear brethren for himself, rather than to any 
intrinsic value in the letters themselves, that they are 
so desirous to have them printed. But as they 
have not proceeded in their purpose without waiting 
upon God, both for permission and direction, he does not 

»Liike&l£. tlCor.2.5. tCantl.2. S^li.4.3»4. 
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feel hiraself at liberty to interfere. He trusts that no 
enlightened person will feel offended at their opening 
with the apostolic benediction : it was not^ God know- 
eth^ from any assumption of either apostolic authority 
or dignity that he was led to use this '' form of sound 
words," but simply because they conveyed so fully the 
feelings of his heart. He therefore used them just as 
persons are accustomed to employ Scripture phraseo- 
logy to clothe those ideas which they could not so 
happily convey in other words. 

The writer believes, that if any apology be needed 
for suffering these Letters to appear in print, it may be 
found in the foregoing observations. He takes the 
opportunity now afforded him, to assure his beloved 
brethren, once more, of his heartfelt and unabated 
affection for them in the bowels of Christ Jesus, and 
to entreat them yet again to lay aside every weight, 
and that sin [^unbelief]] which doth so easily beset 
them, and to run witk patience the race that is set 
before them, looking unto Jesus.* He affectionately 
exhorts them by the remembrance of those solemn 
engagements with which, in the presence of each 
other, they have so often pledged themselves to Ood| 
as well as by the present blessedness of that dear bro- 
ther who is now before the throne, to give their hearts 
up whoUy, entirely i unreservedly ta God; and he beseeches 
them, whilst traversing this vale of misery and tears, 
so to let^at^ add vigour to their hcpe, that, passing the 
remotest boundaries of time and sense, it happily may 
rest upon the spot where " Time shall be no more," 
and where, at length, the tabernacle of God shall be 
with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and 
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b^ their God ; when God (for He will not employ an 
an^ to perform it) shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and where there shall be no more deaths neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neitUer shall there be any more 
pain ; for the ^rmer things shall have passed away.* 

Once more he commends them to the care and 
keeping of Him who loved them, and gave Himself 
for them, and who has washed them from their sins in 
His own blood, even Jesus. To Him be glory and do- 
minion now and for ever. Amen. 



Charlinch RecUny, January, 1841. 

•Rev. 8L 8, 4 and L 5. 



H. J. P. 



In sending the accompanying Letters to the press, 
the writer desires to make a few remarks upon the two 
which have been added to those contained in the First 
Edition. The former of them was addressed to a per- 
son in a particular siate of experience: and has respect 
entirely to the matter of JusHficaHon. To one who may 
never have been in that state, it will perhaps seem almost 
to deny the necessity of good works; when properly 
understood, however, it has no such tendency in reali- 
ty ; it was not so understood by the party addressed; 
nor will it be by any who have been in that exercise of 
soul to which it is particularly adapted. 

The latter has been published not without some hesi- 
tation on the part of the writer, to himself it appeared 
more fine than edifying, and had he obeyed his own 
wishes rather than his friends it would not have ap- 
peared. 

H. J. R 
Charlinch, June 24A, 184L 
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LETTER I. 



To THB "littlb Flock" abiding benbath the shadow of 

THE AlMIOHTT at LaHPETEB, FROM THBIB EYBB-LOTINa 

bbotheb and faithful servant in the lokd^ 

Henet Jahes Pbince, 

My dearly beloved Brethren^ 

Grace be multiplied to you, and peace from God tbe 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

At this interesting season of your return to College, my 
own heart once more turns towards Lampeter, and the recol- 
lection of our former happy meetings and fraternal union 
draws forth the desires of my soul in behalf of the ** little 
flock" assembled at St. David's College. But, though absent 
in body, my beloved brethren, I am present in spirit; and, 
believe me, even now my affection flows forth warmly to- 
wards you, and I bear you all upon my heart before the 
throne of God. Indeed, beloved, I do feel bound to give 
thanks unto God for His goodness towards you during the 
vacation. I know that for most of you He certainly has 
done much ; you have been kept from the snares of the 
world, and have been enabled to persevere in a steadfast 
resolution to seek the Lord with the whole heart ; and 
though you may have been allowed to feel your own weak- 
ness and insufficiency, and have been taught some painful 
and humbling lessons, yet, my dear brethren I am sure you 
can testify to the faithfulness of God in being a help to you 
in time of need, and ^*a strong hold in the day of trouble." 
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Let U8, then, together acknowledge His goodness ; and whilst 
we laud His holy name, let us commence this Term by a new 
and heartfelt surrender of ourselvea, body, soul, and spirit, 
to the service of the blessed God. May we remember that 
we are no more our own ; we are bought with a price ; may 
we, then, live no longer to oursdvea, but to Him who died for 
us and rose again, even to Jesus, who loved us, and hath 
washed us from our sins in His own blood. We are not our 
own: our time is not our own; therefore, dear brethren, 
consider that you may not dispose of it at your own plea- 
sure ; consider eveiy moment a lost moment which is not 
made use of in reference to God. Lose no time, therefore, 
in vain and trifling conversation, nor in unnecessary commu- 
nication with the ungodly. See, dear friends, that in these 
particulars ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time, because the days are evil. More time 
for prayer, less time for talking; and whether prayer or 
talking, all, and eveiy time for God. Our tongues are not 
our own ; therefore they should never move save in the ser- 
Ticeof Grod, to pray to, or praise Him, to speak of Him, to 
magnify His mercy, extol His name, invite sinners to His 
grace, and edify our brethren ; never be used to praise our- 
selves, even through a back door, nor to speak of ourselves, 
lest we lead others to praise us. Too much talking, even on 
religious subjects, dissipates the mind, and takes one away 
from a quiet spirit and patient waiting upon God. ^* The talk 
of the lips tendeth to penury." " Be not rash with thy 
mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing be- 
fore God ; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth ; there- 
fore let thy words be few." How much less, then, should our 
tongues be used to speak evil of one another. Oh, my be- 
loved, I pray you ^4et no corrupt communication proceed out 
of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace to the hearers." Let every man's 
heart be inditing a good matter, then shall his tongue be the 
pen of a ready writer to speak of the things which he hath 
heard touching the Bang. Our eyes are not our own ; where- 
fore, instead of being open to eveiy vanity, and creature- 
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pleadng object round about us^ they should be shut upon the 
world, and open upon God ; so that ''as the eyes of servants 
look unto the hand of their master, and as the eyes of a 
maiden unto the hand of her mistress, ; so [should] our eyes 
wait upon the Lord our God." But above all, let us not 
have tuH) eyes, one to self and one to God. Be sure, ye can- 
not serve two masters ; therefore, dear brethren, let your eye 
be single, open only to God, that you may wait for His holy 
will and do it. Our ears are not our own ; therefore should 
be closed to all idle and useless conversation, the tittle-tattle 
of College scandal, and the news of other men's matters ; 
then we should have " an ear to hear what the Spirit saith to 
the churches" But if our time, our tongues, our eyes, our 
ears, are not our own, neither are our heads ; and conse- 
quently they should not be used to gratify an ambitious 
spirit, a desire after vain glory, and the praise of men, 
or the inclination to acquire worldly knowledge for itself *s 
sake. Ye have, many of you, great need of heart exami- 
nation on this matter, lest what ye begin in order to please 
Gody ye continue to please and puff up se(f. 

If, however, all our other members should be thus given 
up to God, what should our hearts be ? Oh ! my brethren. 
He hath died for them. ** My son, " wilt not thou ** give me 
thine heart?" What can we give less? We can give 
nothing more, for all else la His already. Should they not be 
wholly, unreservedlyy devotedly given up to Him who hath so 
dearly purchased them? Should not all their warmest 
affections, their most fond desire, their genuine attachment, 
centre in the blessed Jesus? Oh! my friends, is there a 
single fibre in our hearts which is not stamped with the love 
of our incarnate God ? Then, let us tear it thence, and tram- 
ple it beneath our feet. Oh ! did ye but know the love, the 
goodness, and the glory of that blessed Being, ye would not, 
nay, ye could not rest till your whole soul were swallowed 
up in God, your heart a flame of fire in his service, and your 
whole being a blank, save as it served to glorify His holy 
name. Remember, then, my dear brethren, that the great 
business of your life, and therefore of to-day, and to-morrow» 
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and next day, and every day, is to live to Qod : this alone i& 
lifCy all else is death. Enter upon this Term, therefore, with 
a surrender of yourselves to God in all simplicity, and with 
fervent prayer, that you may he enahled by His grace to act 
out this disposition faithfully, without regard to the &vour 
and approbation of man, and without attending to the insi- 
nuations of carnal reason, or the solicitations of a self-indul- 
gent and cross-denying flesh 

** Be in nothing terrified by your adversaries ; which is to 
them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, 
and that of God ; for unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 
sake."* Reflect, then, dear brethren, — ^to suffer with him is 
our portion here, to reign with him our reward hereafter. 
Let me entreat you, then, not to shrink from the cross, or to 
give way to the fear of man. ".Fear not them yvldch hurt 
the body, but have no power to hurt the soul ; but fear Him 
who hath power to kill both soul and body in hell ; yea, I 
say unto you, fear Him." t Remember, God is on your side, 
no one can do ought to one of you beyond what God per- 
mits ; the Lord careth for you. ** Are not two sparrows sold 
for a &rthing, and not one of them shall fall to the ground 
without your Father : but the very hairsof your head are all 
numbered : fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more value than 
many sparrows,** Do not, then, go out of the way in order to 
avoid the cross which lies in the way. Ought we not to go 
without the camp bearing His reproach ? And ought we not 
to count that reproach greater riches than the treasures in 
Egypt ? Oh ! for such a heart. But will you on account of 
the displeasure of man displease Grod? Will you refiise to 
confess Christ before men 1 — Oh ! it is easy to confess Christ 
in your closet or among your brethren ; — but before men, I 
say, who may frown upon you and put you to contempt. 
*' Whosoever shall confess me before men, him wiU I confess 
before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall 
deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 

*FbiL L 28, 29. fMftt. la 28. Luke 12. 5. 
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which Is in heaven." Therefore **be not afraid of their faces." 
** Let no man among you be moved by any affliction that 
may come upon you ; for yourselves know that we are ap- 
pointed thereto." Ohl beloved, "he that taketh not up 
his cross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He 
that findeth his life shall lose it ; and he that loseth his life 
for my sake, shall find it." You see that even life must be 
lost for Christ if needs be. But, '^ what is a man profited 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? or 
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" Wherefore, 
my beloved brethren, '*if ye be called on to suflFer for 
righteousness sake, happy are ye, be not afraid of their ter- 
ror, neither be troubled, but sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts, and be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 
meekness and reverence." Nevertheless, "submit your* 
selves to eveiy ordinance of man for the Lord's sake ; for 
such is the will of God, that with well doiog [rather than 
well talking] ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 



I will now address a few words to you more particularly, 
in acknowledgement of your kindness in writing to me. 

Brothers * * * My beloved, do not shrink from the 
cross ; be faithfril to what light you have, and then you will 
receive more ! but beware. Oh ! beware lest the devil put 
out that light, by persuading you not to go too far lest you 
should offend man. '' Who art thou that thou shouldest be 
afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man, which 
shall be made as grass, and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, 
that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the founda- 
tions of the earth ?* *^ Cease frx>m man," I pray you, "for 
his breath is in his nostrils." 

Brothen * * * Give yourselves to frequent prayer, 
and cultivate a more habitual seriousness of mind ; dread a 

* Isaiah 6L IS, 13. 
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worldly mind and all levity, and beseech God to awaken 
your consciences to a deeper sense of your own sinfulness, 
that your hearts may be thoroughly and abidingly concerned 
in the momentous matter of salvation." '^ If any man draw 
back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him." Oh ! ** re- 
member how ye have received and heard, and hold fast and 
repent. If therefore ye shall not watch, I will come on you 
as a thief, and ye shall not know what hour I will come upon 
you." *« As many as I love, I rebuke : be zealous, therefore, 
and repent. He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith to the churches."* 

Brothers * * * Your letters (both) refreshed my 
spirit greatly, and require my thanks. You are both bound 
by fresh ties to serve God only. The deeper your discoveries 
of indwelling sin now, the better ; only at such times beware 
of impatience and unbelief ; yet be not discouraged if ye 
cannot do what ye would, — *^ the flesh lusteth against the 
spirit and is contrary to it ;" if ye could repent as ye wish, 
ye would be pleased with yourselves on that account. In- 
dwelling sin can only be overcome by faith enabling you to 
sit with patience at the foot of the cross, whilst G^d gradually 
mortifies it. Beware of self in the shape of spiritual compla- 
cency. Mistrust first impltilses; there is so much of self-will 
in them, that they cannot be obeyed without hazard. Pray 
for a waiting spirit and mortification of the will. Do you who 
are strong bear the infirmities of the weak, and do not please 
yourselves by associating only with such as can enter into 
your own experience. Encourage, therefore, and do not drive 
away the feeble minded, and let not that which is lame be 
turned out of the way for want of your concern and sym- 
pathy, but let it rather be healed by your kindly care and 
timely exhortation. Consider, " the servant of the Lord 
must not strive, but be gentle towards all men, apt to teach, 
patient; in meekness instructing those that oppose them- 
selves." Dear brethren, I have full confidence in you, and 

*ReT.8.8, 19. 
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I pray God you may be daily more emptied of self, and more 
filled with Christ ; l^nd I am quite sure that God will accom- 
plish the work of Aiith in you with power. To Him be 
gloiy for ever. Amen. 

Brothers ♦ * * Your letters (all) comforted me, and 
draw forth my gratitude. Indeed, I thank my God for you 
all, making request with joy, for your fellowship in the gos- 
pel from the first day until now. And I am moreover con- 
fident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good 
work in you, will perform it until the day of Christ. Be not 
discouraged or dismayed, then, beloved, by the hardness of the 
way ; lift up the hands that hang down, and strengthen the 
feeble knees : if your emptying time is painful, your filling 
time will be the more abundant. Only be faithfid ; do not 
on any account neglect prayer, even when you cannot pray. 
Let nothing short of a knowledge of Christ, and Him cruci- 
fied, satisfy you. Wait patiently and in expectation of the 
same, and suffer yourselves to be mortified by self-denial, 
retirement, and crucifixion of a Gt>d-hating flesh. Beware 
of turning out of the narrow way because it is a rough and 
up-hill way. Pray that God may hedge up your way with 
thorns,* so that when ye are disposed to turn aside, ye may 
become conscious of your wandering by being well scratched. 
*' Be sober," dear brethren, '* be vigilant, because your ad- 
versary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour ; whom resist, steadfast in the faith : 
and the God of all grace, who hath called you to his eternal 
gloiy by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you ; to Him 
be gloiy and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."t 

Brothers * » » Accept my gratitude for your letters. 
My brethren, it is meet for me to think well of you, as in- 
deed I truly do, because I have you in my heart. Grod hath, 
in a peculiar way, encouraged you to expect great things : 



♦ Hos. 2. 8. fl Peter 5. 8-lL 
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but beloYed, they who expect to enjoy great things, must 
also be prepared to suffer no smaU things. Are ye willmg, if 
He make you able, to drink of the cup that He drank o^ and 
to be baptized with the baptism that He was baptized with ? 
then pray, **Lord increase our feith." Ye must remember 
that your Master was made perfect through suffering; and 
though He were a son, yet He learned obedience through 
the things that He suffered. How think ye that ye shall be 
made perfect, or learn obedience, by any other means ? nay, 
^* except a com of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 
abideth alone ; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. — 
Wherefore, if any man serve me, let him follow me ; and 
where I am, there shall my servant be : if any man serve 
me, [not himseiff'] him wiU my Father honour." But be not 
dismayed, my beloved, at such a prospect ; only remember ye 
will have need of patience : if ye suffer with Jesus here, ye 
shall be glorified together with Him hereafter, and the sharper 
your cross, the brighter your crown. **Fear none of those 
things which ye shall suffer ; though ye may have tribula- 
tion ten days, yet be fedthful unto death, and He will give 
you a crown of life." " Hold that fest, therefore, which ye 
have, and let no man take your crown. Him that overcom- 
eth wUl I make a pillar in the temple of my God ; and he 
shall no more go out : and I will write upon him the name of 
my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is New 
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God; 
and I will write upon him my new name. He that hath an 
ear to hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the 
churches."* 

Brother * * * last named but not least loved ! The 
Lord is thy portion, dear brother, therefore let thy soul 
hope in Him. " The Lord is good to them that wait on Him, 
to the soul that seeketh Him. It is good that a man should 
both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord. It 
is good for a man that ye bear the yoke in his youth." A 

*ReT. 2.10. and 3. 11—13. 
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patient, waiting spirit will prepare the soil of the heart to 
yield the more abundant harvest, when the genial showers 
shall descend, and the warm son shine upon the seed that 
has been sown therein. Fall back upon God and His faith- 
fulness, and in all simplicity resign yourself to the guidance 
of that **good Spirit, who will surely lead you into the land of 
uprightness.*' If God be pleased to make your soul ^ like a 
beacon upon the top of the mountain, and like an ensign on 
a hill," yet foiget not ^^ that the oak tree when it seemeth to 
be withered, and doth cast its leaves, hath a substance in it, 
the holy seed is the substance thereof." It is the branch 
which aJbideth in the vine that the husbandman doth purge, 
in order that it may bring forth more fruit* This kind of 
fruit, however, can be brought forth only with patience. 
Above all things, beware of black unbelief. Brother, thou 
shalt be made fiill partaker of Christ, if thou dost *^hold fast 
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 
end." Hold it fast, then, without wavering, because ''He is 
faithful that promised." Remember who it is that holdeth 
your soul in life, and will not suffer your foot to be moved ; 
it is the Good Shepherd who hath given His life for the 
sheep ; therefore ''he will redeem their souls from deceit and 
violence." Give not way to the seducing voice of carnal rea- 
son, but let all such proud imaginings, with eveiy high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowlege of God, be broi^ht 
into captivity to the simplicity of faith, and every thought to 
the obedience of Christ. The Lord will at length cause you 
" to approach imto him." You shall be abundantly satined 
with the fatness of His house, and He wiU make you drink of 
the river of his pleasures. Farewell. 

To me, my brethren, it is not grievous to write these 
things, but for you it is safe. *' Beware of dogs ; beware of 
evil workers ; beware of the concision." "Let every one of 
you walk by the rule whereunto he has already attained, and 
let all have the same mind." I used, formerly, to marvel that 
Satan had not made any attempt to disturb our fraternal 
confidence and union ; perhaps he may have reserved that 
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effort for the present occasion. I beseech yon, then, that je 
give him no ground to stand on ; but *^ be kmdly afPectioned 
one toward another, in honour preferring one another." Let 
the strong bear with the weak, and let the weak pay atten- 
tion to the strong, and let eveiy one be willing to take a low 
place in the estimation of the rest ; yea, ^* be clothed with 
humility ;" and when ye do err, *' confess your faults rea- 
dily one to another, and pray one for another that ye may 
be healed." If any one think himself reasonably offended 
by the conduct of another, let him not bear the remembrance 
of it about him, but, by all means, (after self-examinatioii 
and prayer,) go and tell his brother, and so gain him. Be 
open hearted, simple, and sincere among yourselves. ^' Let 
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice ; and be 
kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as Grod for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." " If any 
man be overtaken by a £&ult, let him which is spiritual 
among you restore such an one in the spirit of meekness ; 
considering thyself lest thou also be tempted." *' See that 
none render evil for evil unto any man ; but ever follow that 
which is good, both among yourselves and to all men." Now 
*' I beseech you brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind, and in the same judgment." 
Though various directions have been offered to you, dear 
brethren, yet ye can do nothing of yourselves : this the Lord 
teaches when he works effectually in souls. Then it is, viz. 
when ye are made to feel your weakness, helplessness, and 
misery, that Satan will step in and bid you doubt, despond, 
distrust the Lord. Remember, however, that in your weak- 
ness Christ's strength will be perfected : instead of yielding 
to unbelief, therefore, at such times, go in the greater poverty 
and simplicity to Jesus, just as ye are, that ye may find help 
and strength in him who is ** mighty to save." He will ever 
prove '*a present help to you in trouble ;" out of his fulness 
ye may all receive grace corresponding to grace. Be strong. 
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then, in ihe Lord^ and in the power of His might/' when ye 
find that ye have none of your 0¥ni ; and ^' he not weary in 
well doing, for in due time ye shall reap, if ye faint not." 
Wherefore, my heloved hrethren, "as ye have always ohey- 
ed, not as in my presence only, hut now much more in my 
ahsence, work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling ; for it is Grod which worketh in you both to will and 
to do of His good pleasure."— "Finally, my brethren, dearly 
beloved and longed for, my crown and joy, so stand £ut in 
the Lord, my dearly beloved ; for what is our joy, or hope, 
or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ? for ye are our glory and joy I" That 
the very God of peace may sanctify you all wholly, and that 
your whole spirit, and soul, and body, may be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, is the 
fond hope and fervent prayer of your dear "brother and com- 
panion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ." 

HENRY JAMES PRINCE. 
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LETTER II. 



To THE "Little Flock'* which is at LAMPETESy from 

THEIB LOVIKO BROTHER, FeLLOW-PiLGRIM, AND COM- 
PANION IN TRIBULATION, AND IN THE KINGDOM AND 
PATIENCE OF JeSUS ChRIST. 



' Grace, mercy, and peace. Amen," 



My beloved Brethren, 

You may perhaps imagine that time and distance 
haye tended to diminish my affection for you ; but, believe 
me, it is otherwise : it seems to me as if I had never loved 
you imtil now ; had never known your value, nor felt a lively 
interest in your souls until now. And yet, the recollection 
of many a happy quiet moment, passed in sweet communion 
with you as we walked along the road, or sat in harmony 
around dear * * * 's fire, tells me it is otherwise, and bids me 
seek some other explanation of my present feeling. But be 
assured of this, beloved brethren, that you are very dear to 
me; very near my inmost heart; yea, lodged between its 
very fibres — Abound up in one bundle with me. 

How greatly has a little time altered our external states ! 
We are scattered, several of us, about the country, widely 
distant from each other ; one of us hath quitted the body, and 
is before the throne, and one "is not:** such is the produce 
of a single year. Oh the vanity of circumstances ! How 
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more than miserable must he be who is dependent for his 
happiness on circumstances ! My brethren, let us by abid- 
ing in Him, make God our circumstances, and then shall not 
we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.* Now this 
would be a great change of circumstances ! 

I scarcely know whom I am addressing, being uncertain 
which of you are at College ; but, dear brethren, let me 
exhort you to a close walk with God ; take Him for your ai7, 
and you will certainly find Him enough. Consider your high 
calling, — ^to be " sons of God," — ^to be made happy in God, 
and to be blessed with the blessedness of God ; i. e. the 
same blessedness wherewith God Himself is blessed — ^the 
blessedness of ^Hhe divine nature." " Behold then what 
manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God."t It is not to be supposed 
that we can experience this fulness in God ere we be in some 
measure emptied in ourselves ; — a process peculiary distaste- 
ful to nature, (for nature abhors a vacuum,) but quite essen- 
tial for the good of your Spirits. Do not be discouraged by 
the difficulties and opposition which you meet with, either 
from without or within ; remember, no difficulties are too 
great for God to overcome. Our discouragement arises out 
of our expecting too much from ourselves, and not enough 
from God ; and whilst in this state, it is agreeable to His 
wisdom to let us painfully experience the difficulties, in 
order that we may more fully forsake ourselves, and so fall 
into Him who is both our strength and our rest : in fact, 
when we expect even but a little from ourselves, it is ^* too 
much," as we really have nothing. Be not discouraged then, 
my beloved brethren, by reason of the hardness of the way ; 
Jesus Himself, and all His saints, have trodden it before you ; 
be content to walk in their foosteps, for "the disciple is not 
above his master, nor the servant above his lord ;"{ "if any 
man will serve me, let him follow me : and where I am, 
there shall my servant be : if any man serve me, him will 

*P8alm40.2. ^IJohnS. 1. ^ Mat 10. 21 
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my Father honour."* Do not, therefore, endeayour to make 
that way broad which Christ hath make narrow; hut take 
it as it ia, for it leadeth unto life. Rememher, my heloyed, 
it is a way of self denial, of mortification of the will, of 
renunciation of sel^ its wisdom, righteousness, and strength ; 
a way of crucifixion of the flesh, and of dying to the world ; 
in a word, a way of the cross — ^yes, a way of the crostf hut 
to the crown, I ask you in the name of Jesus, Are ye wil- 
ling to walk in this way ? to take up the cross, and to ^^fol- 
low the Lamh whithersoever He goeth V Are ye willing to 
be despised and rejected of men 1 to he ^' made as the filtli 
of the earth, and as the ofiscouring of all things?" I heliere 
ye are ; such trust have I to Godward. Oh ! blessed souls ! 
Oh! happy, enviable souls, who have the Lord for their 
God ; who take the fulness of eternity for their portion- 
Jehovah for their all in all! ^^Biessed," yea, thrice blessed^ 
my beloved brethren, '' is the man whom G^d doth choose 
and cause thus to approach xmto Him, that he may dwell in 
His courts ; he shall be satisfied with the goodness of His 
house, even of His holy temple." Oh ! then, let your hearts 
be whoUy given up to Him ; see there be no Babylonish gar- 
ment nor wedge of gold concealed within the tent, beneath 
the earth ;t but let all your inmost soul be laid open to the 
searching eyes of ''Him with whom we have to do ;" and the 
healing beams of that health-bringing light will purify your 
hearts, and make them meet to be the dwelling place of a 
pure and holy God. The '' ram of consecration" may afiPord 
you some conception of what an utterly devoted eoid is. 
''Thou shalt take one ram ; and Aaron and his sons shall 
put their hands upon the head of the ram. And thou shait 
slay the ram, and thou shalt take his blood and sprinkle it 
round upon the altar. And thou shalt cut the ram in pieces, 
and wash the inwards of him, and his legs, and put them into 
the pieces, and into his head. And thou shalt bum the 
whole ram upon the altar : it is a burnt-offering unto the 
Lord : it is a sweet savour, and ofiering made by fire unto the 
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I*ord."* The ram slain and burnt prefigured Christ as sacri- 
ficed and consumed in the fire of the divine vengeance upon 
the altar of God's justice for our sins ; the sufferings of His 
stnU being represented by the burning of the inwards. The 
application of the blood of the other ramf to the various 
members of the bodies of Aaron and his sons^ represents the 
influence of the death of Christ upon those spiritual Priests — 
believers ; the application of which death to their souls, by- 
means of faith, doth consecrate them in all their faculties and 
powers to His service, so that they should not henceforth 
live unto themselves^ but unto Him who died for them, and 
rose again.f This, doubtless, is the proper limit of the 
figure as a type ; but the ram of consecration may serve as 
an exhibition of what an utterly devoted sotd is ; " Thou shalt 
cut the ram in pieces, and wash the inwards of him, and his 
legs, and put them into his pieces and into his head, and thou 
sJuUt hum the whole ram upon the altar."§ Thus, in a truly 
devoted soul, the whole many body, soul, and spirit, (but es- 
pecially the inwardsy which are also washed, J is offered up by 
faith, as a sacrifice in the service of God, upon the altar of the 
name of Jesus, to be consumed in the fire of His constraining 
love. Now, where the inner man is thus devoted, it cannot but 
follow, that all the members of the outer man must be so too. 
Marvel not at this, it is effected by the power of faith. ^^ By 
faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up his only begot- 
ten son Isaac ;" and the same faith will enable you to bind 
the sacrifice to the horns of the altar, and firmly to hold the 
knife that shall slay it. Faith, dear brethren, is indeed a 
mighty thing ; by it, whilst on earth, ye shall be "made to 
sit in heavenly places ;" by it, though defiled by sin, ye 
shall be without spot and blameless ; by it, though sorrow- 
ful, ye shall be rejoicing ; by it, though poor, ye shall be 
made rich, and make others rich also ; by it, though lying in 
the dust of your own defilement, and sitting on the dunghill 
of a depraved, polluted nature, ye shall, through grace, be 
set among princes, and be made to inherit a throne of glory, 

* Exodas 29. 15— 1& t Exodus 2B. 19. t > Cor. 5. 15. { Exodus 29. 17, ifi. 
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Faith tumeth things upside down, and changeth ^*a light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, into an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory/* My beloved, pray for faith. 

Once more, dear brethren, be not discouraged, or tempted 
to give way to unbelief because ye have not yet entered 
upon that knowledge of the Lord which ye desire and seek 
after. Must not a soul sow ere it doth reap ? Yea, must 
not asoul sow in tears that it may reap in joy ? Must not 
the heart be broken ere Christ can bind it up ? If ^'He hath 
torn. He will surely bind you up. After two days He will 
revive you : in the third day He will raise you up, and ye 
shall live in His sight. Then shall ye know, if ye follow on to 
know the Lord : His going forth is prepared as the morning ; 
and He shall come xmto you as the rain, as the latter and for- 
mer rain unto the earth."* As surely as the sun doth rise 
when the day hath abeady dawned, so surely *^ shall the Sun 
of Righteousness arise, with healing in His wings," upon the 
soul that foUoweth on to know Him ; ^^for His going forth is 
prepared as the morning." Wherefore, ye drooping, doubt- 
ing souls, " gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought xmto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ."t " Lift up the hands 
which hang down, and confirm the feeble knees, and make 
straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned 
out of the way, but let it rather be healed." | Wait patiently 
on the Lord, my brethren ; it is good for a man that he 
should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
Lord. Rest assured, ^^the needy shall not ahoay be forgot- 
ten ; the patient expectation of the poor shall not perish for 
ever. He knoweth your sorrows ; and He will surely come 
down to deliver you.§ " Wait on the Lord, therefore ; be 
of good courage, [i. e. hold fast,] and He shall strengthen 
your heart: wait, I say, on the Lord."|| So shall ye be 
** followers of them who (not through fiuth only, but) 
through fiuth and patience inherit the promises."** My 
beloved, pray for patience. 

*Ho9.6.1»& tl Peter LIS. t Heb. 12. 12, 13. SExodafa7.& 
UFMlm27.14. **Heb.&]2. 
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Again, dear brethren, ye especially with whom it is but 
the day of small things, despise it not. Jesus is one who 
will not break the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking 
flax, until He shall have brought forth judgment unto 
truth.* Give yourselves up to the grace of God, my be- 
loved, and beseech of Him to water that which He hath 
sown. Let me pray you ^' to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which ye have heard, lest at any time ye let them 
8lip."t Know ye, that your hearts, in respect to holy things^ 
are like unto leaky vessels, and therefore, that unless ye are 
ever on the watch to find the holes and stop them, what 
goodness ye already have is in danger of becoming ** as the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew which goeth away." 
^^ Lest at any time," &c. Ye may not have let them slip 
as yet, not yesterday, nor yet to-day ; but ye may to-morrow, 
or next day. Wherefore, ^^ watch and pray lest ye enter 
into temptation : and what I say xmto you, I say unto all. 
Watch ! "J My beloved, pray for a watchful spirit. 

Watch, dear brethren, unto prayer. Our souls should 
constantly be occupied with God, either in holding commu- 
nion with Him or in waitiug on Him. This should be the 
attitude our souls habitually maintain towards God ; as the 
eyes of the maiden look unto the hand of her mistress^ so 
should our eyes wait upon the Lord our God.§ In order 
thus to live in the spirit of prayer, ye should endeavour to 
cultivate a quiet spirit ; a calm, unruffled mind ; a sober 
disposition, void of all excitement ; that so ye may be kept in 
reooUection of the presence of the Lord, and be preserved 
from hurry and distraction. Wherefore, suffer not your 
mind to be unnecessarily occupied with outward things; 
and even when necessarily engaged in them, let it be with a 
mistrustful, watchful care, and firequent turning to the Lord, 
lest by any means your spirit enter too earnestly therein, 
and so ye be drawn away from a present and an inward Grod. 
Above all things, my brethren, '' Walk circumspectly to- 
wards them that are without ;" be not tempted unto wordly 

«Iflaiah42.3. f Beb. 2. L maxsin. tMarkl3.73. SPsalml2S.S. 
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conversation ; and even when ye meet the brethren, do not 
think yourselves at liberty to talk of worldly things. '* Let 
your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt." Much 
talk of the lips, even of the best kind, tendeth to penury of 
soul ; wherefore, let every man meet his brother praying, and 
study to pray rather than to talk ; when ye come together 
let it be with prayer, and whilst ye are together let your 
spirits be in prayer. ** Verily, verily, I say unto you, what- 
soever ye shall ask the Father, in the name of Jesus, He will 
give it you."* Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full.f My beloved, pray for the spirit of prayer. 

To faith and patience, watchfulness and prayer, let hope 
be also added. My dear brethren, God hath great things in 
store for you. Some of you may think ye have seen great 
things already, — so ye may ; but ye shall see still greater 
things than these. The day hath dawned, and by the light 
thereof ye may and do see much ; but when the Sun Himself 
shall rise above the horizon of your souls, and ye behold 
that glorious Orb itself, which is the fountain of the light ye 
see by, what wiU ye see in Him! Enough, in but five 
minutes, abundantly to more than pay you for five years of 
patient suflFering and waiting sorrow. Oh ! ye unearthly, 
Grod-begotten souls 1 believe me, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man, to conceive 
what good things God hath prepared for them that love Him, 
but He shall reveal them unto you by His Spirit, for the Spi- 
rit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God4 Oh ! 
I would rather be the wretched being I am, plunged in the 
mire of my own pollution, seated upon the dunghill of my 
own defilement, scraping myself with the potsherd of a peni- 
tential self-abhorrence, — ^I would rather be a guilty sinner 
washed in Jesu's blood, a ruined sinner saved by Jesu's 
grace, a naked sinner clothed in Jesu's righteousness, a 
wretched sinner blessed in Jesu's blessedness, than I would 
be the fiurest Cherub that doth bend before the face of the 
Eternal, or the brightest Seraph that doth bum before His 

* John 14 13. t John 16. 24. 1 1 Cor. 2. 9, 10. 
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throne. Hope on then, my dear brethren, and hope largely, 
hope brightly, hope unboundedly. What, though your hope 
should seem to die a thousand deaths ! by faith 'twill rise 
from every death ; and each new resurrection will impart to 
it a life more heavenly, and a hue more holy, until, in the 
fruition, ye shall find that God hath opened heaven's win- 
dows on you, and poured out a blessing such that your soul 
can scarcely find capacity to hold it; yea, ye shall **know 
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, and shall be 
filled with all the fiilness of God. Now unto him that is 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
thinks according to the power that worketh in us, — unto him 
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen."* My beloved, pray for a 
lively hope. 

And now, dear brethren, what shall I say more unto you? 
Shall I bid you love one another? — for this ye have been 
taught already, and ye do it. This, however, I will pray you, 
**let your love abound yet more and more ;" let the strong 
receive and bear with the weak, and let the weak submit to 
and reverence the strong. " Be kindly affectioned one to- 
ward another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
Grod for Christ's sake hath forgiven you."t Be not stran- 
gers to each other, brethren, but really live as brethren, and 
love as children of one Father, and as members of one family. 
Be as a ''city set on a hill," not separate, but united and com- 
pact together. 

Finally, my beloved brethren, abide in Him and He in 
you ; so shaU ye bring forth much fruit, and your Father shall 
be glorified.J Remember me in love, for ye are dear to 
me, — ye are my crown and joy. Oh ! ye Lampeterians, our 
mouth is. open to you, our heart is enlarged ; now for a recom- 
pense in the same, I speak unto you as unto my children, be 
ye also enlarged.§ I remember with delight our often sweet 
communion, and I more than ever understand and highly 
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value the privilege of having been pennitted to build you up 
in the faith, and fit you for the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. 

That He may very abundantly bless and prosper you ; — 
that He may give you "a nail in His holy place" here, and 
a seat upon the throne of His dear Son hereafter ; — and that 
in this world He may keep you from falling, and in the 
next present you faultless before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy, is the fervent prayer and fond hope of 
him who doth regard you as his father and brother, and 
and sister and mother.* 

HENRY JAMES PRINCE. 



t Mat. 12. 48—50. 
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LETTER III. 



My own Brother, dearly beloved and truly longed for ; 

God has divers ways of refreshing weary souls. 
Of the many methods whereby He graciously ministers de- 
light to my soul, one of His choicest and most gracious is that 
of carrying on the work of grace in the dear brethren at 
Lampeter. Every communication from them is to me as 
wine is to a weary man. Your last letter, but one, dear 
* * * was peculiarly encouraging to me, as proving that 
the Lord is carrying on His operations more deeply in your 
soul. The exercise you had respecting * * * and myself, 
was intended to take you out of the creature, even in his 
best estate; for let the vessel be of what form it will, or 
contam what it may, it is but a vessel^ and an earthen vessel 
too. It is true that God doth pour into one vessel out of 
another vessel; but then we ought not to confound that 
other vessel with the fountain : and, though I shall ever- 
esteem it an imspeakable privilege and extraordinary con- 
descension of God that I have been permitted to supply your 
vessel through my own ; yet, believe me, most dear brother, 
that to see you coming to the conviction that / am but a ves- 
sel, and under the influence of that conviction, going further 
up, even to the fountain head, doth minister more true de- 
light and satisfaction to my soul, than to be, as perhaps I 
have been, (and as God for a time condescendingly permits,) 
a "God unto you."* 

The cause of your being better able to believe that I sym- 
pathize with you than that Jesus does is this ; — I am an 
object of tfcwey Christ is an object of faith; wherefore, though 

* Exodus 4. 16. 
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any proofs I may have given you of my love are weak, and 
as nothing in comparison with those which Christ has given 
you of His, yet hecause you see my sympathy and do not His, 
you find it more easy to helieve the former than the latter : 
but, dearest brother, I did not die for you ; I did not bear 
ypur griefs and carry your sorrows ; I did not make my soul 
an offering for your sids. Jesus did this for you, and in 
doing it, gave you such an evidence of His affection as nothing 
but unbelief can possibly refuse to think sufficient. It is 
this, — even Christ upon the cross, not something in ourselves, 
which is the proper object for our faith to fix upon, and it is 
this upon which faith does fix for a proof of God's love to- 
wards the soul:— strange that we are ever looking for the 
evidence of God's love in any place rather than the right 
one ! God commendeth, — ^maketh manifest, — givethus atoken 
of His love, in that, whilst we were sinners, Christ died for us. 
Whenever, therefore, we were disposed to question the reality 
of God's love for our souls, we must, to see the truth of it, 
repair unto the cross of ChrisU Open the eye of faith on 
this^ and you will see the love of God written in characters 
so large, and in colours so bright, that you cannot mistake 
the meaning of them, and will marvel that you ever did. 
Observe, however, you must have the eye of faith in order 
to behold it. Faith is a kind of spiritual telescope, and he 
who useth it a kind of spiritual philosopher. An ordinary 
man, when gazing at the moon, sees nothing in it but a pale 
round light, with the form of a man's face in it ; but let a 
philosopher behold it through his telescope, and he discerns 
therein a world, with its lofty hills and sloping vales, and 
even mountains covered o'er with snow. So also, when an 
ordinary eye doth look upon the cross of Christ, it seeth 
nothing but a dying man thereon ; but when the spiritual 
philosopher doth take in hand his spiritual telescope, — 
faith, and apply it to his eye, he seeth then 6od manifest in 
the fleshy signiDg the testimony of His love to sinners with a 
pen dipped in the hhod of His own broken heart. Once more ; 
as the teleseope doth bring distant things so nigh that you 
may almost seem to touch them, so doth feith bring a cruci- 
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fied Redeemer, formerly so far away, quite close up to the 
heart, yea, so very close that He doth actually touch it, and, in 
touching, leaves His hlood upon it, — ^blood which cleanseth 
from all sin. You perceive now, dear brother, why it is you 
do not realize the love of God in Christ, and also why Christ 
seems so far away from you ; — it is for want of faith! Faith 
is the gift of God ; wait on God, and He will surely give it 
thee. When you feel at such an immense distance from 
God, it is nothing else than your being enlightened to see 
the condition of your nature ; but you must not suppose 
that because you are according to the condition of your 
nature far from God, that, therefore, God is equally far from 
you ; He is not so ; He is very nigh unto you, for, in Christ, 
He took our nature unto him, — became our elder brother, — 
bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh ; wherefore, though 
we feel far from God, and, indeed, are so in respect to the 
condition of our nature, yet, by grace He is very near to us ; 
yea, my beloved brother, daily seeking an entrance into 
your heart, that He may take up His abode in you.* He 
standeth at the door of your heart, and knocketh, desiring to 
come in and sup with you.f Why do you not hear His 
voice? Is it not because you argue from your condition by 
nature, — it being cold, hard, unfeeling, selfish, sinful, dead, 
that therefore Christ is not so near to you ? Now, this is un- 
belief ; and, yielded to, doth shut the door in Jesus' face and 
keep Him out. You should, in the simplicity of faith, believe 
against the voice of carnal reason, sense, and feeling, that 
Christ is really near to you, that He giveth Himself to you 
finely, that He seeketh your eovJ for a place of rest to Eia 
own sovdy and that He even now stands knocking at the door 
of your heart, and desires to come in and sup with you. 
To believe thi8y dearest brother, is the greatest act of self 
denial possible ; you have done, and still do well, to deny 
yourself by retail in particulars, but, in believing this, you 
will deny yourself wholesale. 



* John 14. 23L f Rev. & 20^ 
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Observe fiirther, the effect of such an act of faith would 
be to confirm your desires after God, to strengthen your in- 
tention to live wholly to Him, to moye you to love Him, as 
well as to confide in His wisdom, faithfulness, and love to 
you: it would furnish you with ground to stand upon in 
time of trial, afford you strength to endure more readily the 
mortification of your own wiU, and give you power to take 
up the cross and carry it. ^ As, in seasons of searching, and 
the discovery of our inward corruption, the doubt of God's 
presence and favour tends to keep the heart away from Him, 
and, when yielded to, doth cause it to depart from the living 
Gt>d ; so the belief in His presence, power, and love, doth 
tend in time of trial to draw the heart towards God, to beget 
a patient and submissive spirit, and to assure the soul of 
God's protecting power and covenant love as pledged in its 
behalf. Hereupon the soul is enabled to be still, and to 
know that He is God. 

You ask me if I know any means whereby you may be- 
come a thousand times more devoted to God and His service, 
a thousand times more estranged from creature happiness, — 
and to tell you what they are. I do know, dear brother, 
and will tell you. I know of many means, and they are all 
¥rrapt up in one, and that one is faith; — this work containeth 
aU the works of God. 

It is a question frequently put forth from the heart of a 
sincere disciple, *'What shall I do that I may work the 
works of Gtjd V and were Christ Himself to answer it in per- 
son, the soul would always have the same reply, ^^This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent"* We 
conceive, as the Jews did, that the " works of God" must be 
many works ; but Christ sums up all the works of God in 
one — ^the work of faith ; " this is the work of Gtjd, that ye 
believe on Him whom He hath sent." To exercise faith in 
Christ is termed emphatically the work of God, because it 
comprehends all the works of God ; i. e. all works which 
God will acknowledge as good. Thus, fidth is the very first 

*John6. 28, 29. 
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acceptable work performed by any sonl ; in fact, before the 
soul believes in Christ, it cannot perform one good work, — 
^' Without faith it is impossible to piease God,§ And agam, 
not only is faith found at the head of the way of good works, 
but it is also foimd in the middle of the path, and, indeed, at 
every step ; **for," saith the apostle when speaking of the be- 
liever, ** whatsoever is not of faith is sin."t Lastly, faith 
is the source and origin in the soul, of all good works ; all 
other works of God are but the fruits of a tree of which the 
root is fisdth : hence, when our Lord exhorted His apostles to 
the performance of that work of God, the forgiveness of an 
offending brother, even to so many as seven times in the 
day, the apostles immediately replied, *^ Lord, increase our 
faith.*' X And Christ Himself teaches us the same truth. 
Saith He, ^*he that abideth in me [which abiding is hy faith'} 
and I in him, [which also is hyfaith^ Eph. 8. 17.] the same 
bringeth forth muchfhiit,"^ 

It will be yet further evident that the work of faith, or 
abiding in Jesus, comprehends all the works of God, if you 
consider, that it is by faith the soul Is first constrained to obe- 
dience, and hy faith that it obtains power for obedience. Man 
is by nature entirely devoid of any motive to please or obey 
Grod ; there is nothing that can lead him to obey God, and 
every thing that can lead hhafrom obeying God : now the 
only thing that can famish him with such a motive is faith. 
There is but one motive which can make any work good in 
the estimation of God, or confer any value upon the obe- 
dience offered to Him, and that is hve ; but real faith work- 
eth by love,\\ and so furnishes the motive. It may not, 
indeed, be a sensible feeling or emotion, but it will certainly 
be a genuine prxTicipk of love which is produced by faith ; 
and when that love, whilst attended with constraining power, 
is devoid of sensible emotion, the faith which produces it is 
perhaps the firmer, and the love itself the purer than it other- 
wise would be. It is, however, only by love that the soul 
can even be disposed to please God acceptably ; and this lofse 

*Heb. U. 6. fBom. 14. 23- %ZAiikQ 17. 3-^. § John 15. 6. I Gal. 5. 6. 
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18 but the working out of faith. Hence faith, which work- 
eth by love, is the main- spring which first puts in motion all 
that internal machinery of the soul which is externally de- 
veloped in the form of obedience to God. Thus the apostle, 
" The love of God constraineth us, because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead ; and that He died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselveay but unto Him who died for them, and rose again."* 
From this we may observe, feith acting on the love of Christ, 
as evidenced in His dying love for us, produces love in the 
believer, which love becomes the motive whereby he is co»- 
gtrained to live no longer to himsdf^ but imto Christ. Now, 
you will find, dearest brother, that your disposition to serve 
and obey God will ever be proportionate to the degree in 
which you are able to exercise faith in the love of Christ to- 
wards yourself, as manifested in His laying down His life for 
you, even whilst yet you were a sinner A Thus it is by 
faith that the soul is first constrained to obedience. 

But it is also by faith that the soul obtains power for 
obedience. We have no strength in ourselves ; but, "in the 
Lord, — that is Jesus, — ^we have both righteousness and 
strength." J The strength which we have in Chiist, how- 
ever, profits us only in proportion as we use it ; and the only 
way in wliich the soul can use it is by faith : it is by faitii 
that the soul may be ** strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might ;"§ — ^strong with strength both for active and 
passive obedience. 

First, — For ac^tve obedience. Faith confers strength for 
active obedience, — 1. By enabling the soul to see God as a 
covenant God in Christ, whereby it receives the call to duty 
from the hand of a pardoning God and reconciled Father y not 
from the hand of a threatening God, The very strength an 
sinews of a true obedience lie in the heartfelt conviction that 
Grod is really reconciled to us, has abeady forgiven us, and 
doth freely love us, When we receive the command from the 
hand of a pardoning Gody the yoke sits easy on the soul, for 

« 2 Cor. 6. 14, 15. f Rom. 5. 8. ^ Isaiah 46. 24. SEph.6,10. 
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t is lined with love and borne hy faith; but when we receive 

'tbe command from the hand of a threatening God, the yoke 

is neither lined with love nor borne by faith ; it ia made of 

iron^ and lined with lead, and sits not easy, but very heavy 

on the soul, insomuch that the soul, so &r fh>m being able 

to Ttin in the way of God's commandments, is scarcely able 

' even to etand under the we%ht of them. No, the soul must, 

by the exercise of faith, be set at liberty from a legal spirit 

: and an unbelieving hearty ere it can run in the way of God's 

oommandments.* 

Even when God delivered the law, from Mount Sinai, He 
delivered it as a covenant Grod ;^*Iam the Lord thy God, who 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before me, &o."t 
Grod here reminds the Israelites of His covenant relationship 
to them as their Qod^ and of the redemption He had already 
wrought for them. Thus He holds forth the law to them not 
with a threatening but a pardoning hand ; and the faith which 
can receive the command from such a hand confers strength 
for the performance of it. Wherefore, my beloved brother, 
be sure whenever you receive a call to duty, or a command 
from God, that you see it introduced with this assurance, "I 
am the Lord thy Oody which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage." Thus, by 
faith, beholding God as a covenant God in Christ, you wHl 
receive strength for obedience. 

Faith confers strength for active obedience, — 2. By en- 
abling the soul to take hold of the strength of God in Christ. 
When we receive from God a call to any duty, if this is ac- 
companied with the consdousnese of our oum weakneee^ then 
the soul feels a disposition to run away from the duty, as 
Jonah did, and, if possible, to escape the necessity of obeying 
it. The source of this is a secret unbelief respecting the will 
or the ability of God to give it strength : if the soul, how-* 
ever, will but quietly abide in Jesus by a simple faith, recol* 
lect that there is strength sufficient for it m Him, and consider 

* Psalm 119. a2. f ExoduB 20. 2, 3. 
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that in order to make that strength its own, it has nothing 
further to do than simply to depend upon it, it will then 
quickly recorer from that state of inward perturbation into 
which it had been thrown by the sense of its own weakness, 
and accompanying unbelief; and having become sufficiently 
quiet calmly to consider its own position, it will discover 
that there is no occasion either for disturbance or alarm, and 
that it has nothing more to do than simply to commit itself 
to Him for help, who is ^^a strength to the jM>or, and a strength 
to the needy in his distress."* Thus will it by fedth lean 
upon the arm of its Beloved ;t for nothing more is needful 
in order to take hold of the strength of God in Christ, than to 
d^)end upon it. So ^' shall Israel blossom and bud, and fill 
the fece of the world with fruit." J 

Secondly, — ^Faith confers strength for passive obedience ; 
i e. for obedient submission under suffering and trial. This 
it does, — ^1. By enabling the soul to overlook the instrument 
and second cause, and to trace the trial up to Grod. Thus it 
was with Job when the Sabeans and Chaldeans came and 
took away his oxen and his camels. He overlooked the in- 
strument ; he breaks out into no bitter invectives against the 
robbers ; indeed, he seems almost to have forgotten that they 
had any hand in the affaur. Saith he, *^ The Lord gave, and 
liie Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord."§ Was it any thing but faith that enabled Job to 
say the Lord had taken away his oxen and camels ? No, it 
was by faith that he traced tiie trial up to God. Observe a 
beautiful instance of the same in the case of David, when 
Shimei came out and cursed him, and cast stones at him : 
Abishai wanted to go and take off his head ; but ^'the king 
said. What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let 
him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse Da- 
vid. Who then shall say, wherefore hast thou done so ? 

let him alone, and let him curse, for the Lord hath bidden 
him." II Observe his obedient submission to the trial, — '* Let 
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him alone, and let him curse." Observe the source of it — 
**For the Lord hath hidden him." Was it anything but 
faith that enabled David to say that the Lord had bidden 
Shimei curse himi No, it was by faith that he traced the 
trial up to God, and so had power to submit to it. 

My beloved brother, in all the petty vexations, as well as 
the more serious calamities of life, learn to overlook the 
second cause or instrument, and by faith to trace the trial 
up to God ; and whenever any one shall harm, revile, or use 
you ill, say to your soul " the Lord hath bidden him ;" so 
will you possess your soul in patience, and have power to 
submit to it. 

Faith confers strength for passive obedience, — 2, By ena- 
bling the soul to receive the trial from the hand of a covenant 
God in Christ. When the soul receives a trial from God as 
an angry God, or a God out of Christ, the trial sits heavy 
as death upon the soul. Jeremiah seems to have understood 
this, for he exclaims, ^^ Lord, correct me, but with judg- 
ment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing."* 
Faith helps the soul to see that the hand which holds the 
rod is a Father's hand, and that the rod itself is a rod, not 
of vengeance, but of mercy. The soul should take the rod 
as a token for good, and [especially if the trial be inward] as 
some evidence that it is not a bastard, but a true son.t If 
you see a woman whip a child, and that pretty often, you 
properly conclude that the child is her's ; so it is with God 
and His children. It was by &ith that David referred his 
trials to the hand of a covenant God, ^^ I know, O Lord," 
saith he, ^' that thy judgments are right, and that thou in 
£Euthfulness hast afflicted me." J Dearest brother, over every 
trial write, hy faiths " Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth ;" thus shall you 
have strength for obedient submission to it ; yea, you will 
be ^* strengthened with aU mighty according to his glorious 
power, unto all patience, and long sufiPering, with joyfiil- 
ne8B."§ 

*Jer.U),24. tHeb.lS.7,& 1 Fvalm 119. 76. SColos.LlL 
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Finally, — through abiding in Jesus by feith, the soul re- 
€eiyes strength, not only for active and passive obedi^iQBy 
but also for the overcoming of corruption, whether it be in 
the hideous form of indwelling sin, or rampant sdf^ or in iJiie 
withering shape of conscious misery, barrenness, abandon- 
ment, or indeed of any other of the horrible fruits of that 
horrible flesh in which, for a little season, our ransomed spi- 
rits are incarcerated. Faith confers this power by enabling 
the soul, 1 — ^to see that it is accepted not in itself, but in 
ike Behved,* 2 — ^to see God as a Covenant keeping God. 

1 — To see that it is accepted not in itedf^ but in the Beloved. 
When we have that view of our own vileness which makes 
our heart appear fit rather for a den of thieves, than for 
a temple for a pure and holy God to dwell int ; — ^then 
there is but one thing which can possibly enable the soul 
to retain imshaken its confidence in God as a loving, 
pardoning, and pitying God, — and that one thing \a faith ;Jaiih 
helps the soul to see that God regards it not as.it is in itself, 
but as it is in Christ ;-— so that when the soul feels wicked 4U 
a Devilf God sees it righteous as an Angel; righteous not in it- 
selfy but in the righteousness of Christ ; and when the soul 
feels itself so filthy, polluted, and impure as even to defile 
the very earth it dwells on, God sees it faultless and without 
a spot ;— complete not in itself but Christ.]: Faith does this, 
and, by so doing, enables the soul to retain its confidence in 
God notwithstanding the efforts of a legal and self righteous 
spirit, and the assults of Satan. Satan knows well^ yea, 
better than we do, that the only hold a soul can have upon 
God is hy faith f and that if the soul can only retain unshaken 
its confidence in God it must remain invulnerable to his at- 
tacks. His grand object therefore at such time of trial is to 
try and shake the believer's confidence in God by insinuating 
whether God can regard the soul graciously and accept it 
favourably whilst in such a state* In doing this he works up- 
on that self righteous disposition which is natural to man, 
and which leads him to look for the favour of, and acceptance 

♦ Bph.L6L t2Cor.6.16. *ColO(fc2.10. 
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with God, on account of something good in himsdf. Now, if 
the believer yields to this suggestion, his confidence in God 
immediately begins to fail, for in such a state, confidence in 
Grodcan only be maintained unshaken hy faith's realizing that 
the soul is accepted of Grod, not in itself, but in the Beloved. 
Wherefore, most dear brother, when you are in the sight of 
your own desperate vileness, beware of these insmuations 
from Satan : hjfaith^ regard yourself as accepted of God, not 
in yoursdfy but in the Beloved ; so shall you retain unshaken 
your confidence in Ood, with the shield of faith quench all the 
fiery darts of the devil,* and find strength in the Lord to over- 
come corruption : for observe, — when these inward enemies 
rise up in array agamst you, your strength is not to fight, but 
to " stand still and see the salvation of the Lord ;" for "Bie 
shall fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.'* f Say 
unto the Lord in the sunplicity of faith, " O my God, wilt 
thou not judge them? for / have no might against this 
great company that cometh against me ; neither know I 
what to do : but — mine eyes are upon Thee :** J Then God 
will say to you by His Spirit — ** Be not afraid, nor dismayed 
by reason of this great multitude ; for the battle is not thine 
but Qod^s ; thou shalt not need to fight in this battle ; set 
thyself, stand thou stiU, and see the salvation of the Lord 
with thee : fear not, nor be dismayed, for the Lord will be 
with thee."§ 

2nd. To see God as a Covenant-keeping i. e. & faithful God, 
This, faith enables the soul to do ; it is in the constitution of 
the Covenant that " all things shall work together for good, 
to them that love God, to them who are called according to 
His purpose." 1 1 Observe, it is off things. Now some things 
the soul can see to be working for good, therefore it is no trial 
of faith to endure them ; but there are other things which to 
all sense and appearance not only do not seem to be working 
for good, but seem actually to be working for evU to the 
soul ; these, nothing but^'^ can enable the soul to endure« 
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Such are the painful and continued consciousness of hardness 
of heart, the sense of perpetual barrenness, spiritual dryness, 
destitution, and divine abandonment. It seems to the soul 
almost impossible that these should be made to work together 
for good to it ; and, were the feelings of nature yielded to, and 
the Yoice of sense and reason listened to, the soul would sure- 
ly say, " What is the Almighty that I should serve him, and 
what profit shall I have if I pray unto him?*" and indeed, such 
language often passes in the heart, though the lips may not 
utter it. Now fai^ enables the soul to see God as a Covenant- 
keeping i. e. A faithful Qody and so furnishes it with strength 
still to persevere in waiting on Him, in the firm conviction 
that He wiU keep His covenant and be faithful to His pro- 
mise, and will, in spite of every apparent impossibilty, make 
even these things, so evil in themadvesy to work together 
for its good. Thus does faith enable the soul to overcome 
corruption : for the tendency of corruption when felt is to 
shake the soul's confidence in God, and draw it &om a patient 
waiting upon Him, and so to cause it ^^to depart from the 
living God through an evil heart of unbelief ;"t whereas, 
faith, by enabling the soul to see God as a Covenant-keeping or 
faithful God, overcomes this tendency, and causes the soul to 
cling yet more closely to God, and to hang yet more simply 
upon His covenant-faithfulness and love. 

Faith, then, confers strength to overcome corruption by 
enabling the soul, 1 — ^to see that it is accepted of God, not in 
itself, but in the Beloved: 2 — to see God as a Covevtant-keep- 
ing i. e. a faithful God. 

My well beloved brother, need I say any more to con- 
vince you of the value and importance of abiding in Jesus by 
a simple faith ? — Herewith I send you a few verses relative 
to this subject, which you will value chiefly on accoimt of 
the love you bear to him who wrote them. 

I can well understand your feelings in respect to your 
being in the power, and at the disposal, of an absolute God, 
especially where you observe that you can see no reason why 

*J6b2Ll5. t Heb. 8. 12. 
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He should have compassion on you more than others. You 
will find your heart going about into every corner to find 
some reason why. I trust you will find noney — for if you do, 
you will lose the blessed opportunity of submitting to God's 
sovereignty. The fact is, there is no rettson, further than His 
oum sovereign witt, ^^ He hath mercy on whom He will have 
mercy, and whom He unU He hardeneth." ^^ Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one 
vessel unto honour and another into dishonour ?"— doubtless 
he hath : and we can do nothing better than svbmit to it» 
This is a gate which the soul does not at all like to go through ; 
it would fain go near it — a little to the right hand, or a little 
to the left, but not through it : the way on either side, how- 
ever, is blocked up, and through the gate the soul must go, 
sooner or later, if it is to go to God. Wherefore, dearest bro- 
ther, you will do well to pray God to make you willing to pass 
this way,— even to submit to His sovereignty : and be assured 
from me, that it is a most important step to take in the divine 
life ; and one, moreover, which lays the groimd of a soHd and 
abiding peace, in the matter of Justification, throughout the 
future life. 

Oh ! my dear brother, if there can be love in the heart of a 
wretched sinner such as I feel for you, what must there be in 
the heart of Jesus, that Friend qf sinners and Brother born for 
adversity ? 

My beloved brother, I now commend you to the gracious 
care and covenant-love of Him who loved you and gave Him- 
self for you, that He may fulfil in you all the good pleasure 
of His goodness, and the v)ork of faith with power ; and so re- 
main, with much affection, your fellow-pilgrim in foreign 
land, 

H. J. PRINCE. 
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ON ABIDING IN JESUS. 

John 15. 4. 

1 
Brotheb, — would'st thou Jesus see ? 

And be blest by Him in time ? 
Blest too, jn eternity? 

Brother, then, — abide in Him ! 
2 
Would'st thou wise and holy be ? 

Be what others only seem ? 
Kept in sweet security ? 

Brother, then, — abide in Him I 
3 
Brother, would'st thou Jesus see 

In thine heart eternally ? 
Then, abide in Him, — and He, 

Brother, will abide in thee ! 
4 
Would'st thou every blessing know 

That upon a soul can beam ? 
Thou hast but one thing to do, — 

Brother, — ^to abide in Him ! 
6 
! abide in Him, my brother ; 

Give thy heart up to Him whole ; 
This one work without another 

Is sufficient for thy soul ! 
6 
Honoured brother, I do love thee, 

! how dearly, who can tell? — 
None but God alone could move my 

Ling'ring lips to say — ferewell ! 
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7 
He, who to my heayenly Father 

Says with truth — " thy will he done/' 
Is to me a more than hrother. 
Sister, mother, — all in one !♦ 
8 
! how oft have we together 

Knelt hefore our Father's throne ! — 
Now — ^we part ! — ^but not for ever, — 
Be it so, — His will be done I 
9 
! my brother, time is stealing 
Swift, though silently, along ; 
Soon our Lord, His love revealing. 
Shall awake our heavenly song. 
10 
Hallelujah, — ^holy brother ! 
Halledujah shall we sing I 
Hallelujah, — and no other ! 
Halldujah to our King ! 
11 
Space may part us, but not sever ; 

Time may soften, but not smother 
Love like ours, which lives for ever :~^ 
Fare thee well, my faithftil brother ! 
12 
Thine be all the Saviour's merit ; — 

Angels ever o'er thee hover ; — 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
Bless thee, my beloved brother ! 

H. J. P. 

* Math. 12. 50. 
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LETTER IV. 



To MY TRULY BELOVED BROTHER IN JeSUS, MY CROWN AND 
JOY, GRACE BE MULTIPLIED AND PEACE. AmEN. 



Dearest brother. 

Were I to attempt to answer your arguments 
respecting the propriety of retaining your own wisdom, and 
living thereon, I should be making use of weapons, the assis- 
tance of which I desire to disclaim, inasmuch as " the weapons 
of my warfare are not carnal." You plead powerfully, in your 
last, for the retention of your own wisdom : having given 
scope to reason, and having also furnished it voluntarily with 
ground to act on, you take up a strong position, and were I 
to allow reason in myself to come into the field, instead of 
attempting to dislodge you, it would acknowledge the sound- 
ness of your cause, and endeavour to confirm and fortiiy you 
in it. But, my beloved brother, I am become a *' little 
child ; and a little child has, as you are aware, no reason, and 
never thinks of reasoning ; he does what he is told, without 
asking questions, and believes that a whole is greater than its 
part, not because he can prove it, but because his father 
tells him so : in fact, being sensible that he is a little child, 
he does not think of reasoning, but lets his father reason for 
him, and tell him the conclusion he arrives at. If you look 
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at things or persons with the eye of carnal reason, yon come 
to a conclusion directly opposed to that you would arrive at 
if you viewed them with the eye of faith : and the more you 
reason on, the more you are confirmed in the opinion. Carnal 
reason is a light, which, when fed hy the oil of unhelief, hums 
brightly, and enables you to see distinctly by it: hereon, you 
walk by it until at length you find that the light within you 
is, after all, but darkness : strange that a light should be dark- 
ness ; yet so it is ; — a light, because you see and walk by it; 
but darkness, because all you see by it is contrary to the truth, 
and the way wherein you are led by it, is a way of error. And 
observe, — "how great is that darkness !" — great, in propor- 
tion to the light; i. e. the more clearly and distinctly you per- 
ceive things by reason, the more decidedly do you see them 
wrongly — and, therefore, the deeper is your darkness. Your 
error seems to be that you allow yourself to reason. You 
trim the lamp of carnal reason with the oil of unbelief ; and 
then, no wonder it bums brightly, and you see clearly by 
it ; and, seeing clearly, that you walk by it ; but observe, — 
whilst doing this, you both see and walk, after the flesh, — ^not 
after the spirit. You are " walking in the light of your own 
fire, and in the sparks that you have kindled, and the end 
thereof will be that you will lie down in sorrow."* There 
are, my beloved brother, three particulars wherein I would 
lay before you the great evil of allowing yourself to be guid- 
ed by the voice and testimony of reason acting in reference 
to divine things. By so doing, 1. You deny practically 
that you are wholly fallen, in the first Adam. 2. You deny 
practically that you are perfectly redeemed, in the second 
Adam. 3. You harbour and encourage one of the' most 
deadly enemies to true faith. 

1. You deny practically that you are wholly fallen in the 
first Adam. For if reason is to be allowed and followed, it 
must be upon the ground of its having some good in it, of its 
being in the light of truth, and of its leading to the truth ; 
in other words, on the ground of its being now, what it was 

* Isaiah 60. U. 
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before the fell, — God's counsellor, and, therefore, on the side 
of Grod and His truth ; wherefore, m allowing and following 
your reason, you, in fact, assert its claim to be considered a 
fiuthful counsellor for Grod, and a trust- worthy guide into His 
truth-^which is to affirm it is not fallen. When Adam fell, 
and we in him, it was not merely that his affections were 
alienated from his Maker, and his unll turned against Him, 
but his understanding or reason was also darkened : nor was 
it only partially obscured, for the fall was as complete in his 
reas<m, as it was in his heart and ufiU : in his hearty enmity 
took the place of love ; in his will, rebellion occupied the 
place of obedience ; and in his reason, darkness succeeded to 
the seat of light : and as it was not partial enmity that seized 
his heart, nor partial rebellion which took possession of his 
will, so also it was not partial darkness that occupied his 
reason. His heart became fiUed with enmity, his will filled 
with rebellion, and his reason filled with darkness. As, how- 
ever, the heart still retains the capacity of loving, but that 
very love is enmity against Grod ;* — and as the will still retains 
the capacity of obeying, but that very obedience is rebellion 
against God ;t — so also does the reason retain the capacity of 
giving light, but that very light is darkness in respect to God4 
You wiU, then, perceive, that if it is right to follow reason^ 
on the same principle it is right to follow the heart, and 
also the wiU, — which is to say, it is right to depart from God : 
it is evident, therefore, that as every step a man takes, when 
following his own heart, or his own wiff, is a step from God ; 
so likewise, every step he takes, when following his own rea- 
sen, is a step from God. Before the fall, when man was 
upright, the heart, the will, the reason, were alitor God, and 
when followed, led into Grod ; but when fallen, (and, indeed, 
herein consists the perpetuity of the fall,) the heart, the will, 
the reason, were all against God, and, when followed, led 
from God. Moreover, as the exceeding wickedness of the 
heart (here meaning the whole man, affections, will, and 
understanding,} lies in this, that it is, m reality, all against 

* James 4. 4. f Rom. 6 16, 20. chap. 8. 7, 8 t Luke U. 34, 35. 
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€rod : 80 does the exceeding deceitfulneQS of the heart con- 
sist in this, that whilst it zeally is against (jod, it pretends 
to be.^ God. And, in this deception, reason hath the 
pre-eminent place ; for reason is the natural light of the 
soul, and it is by this light that things thus appear, which, 
because it is a false light, and contnuy to the truths (which 
reaUy is light) is therefore called darknew. Add to this, 
that it is by this same light of reason that the devil doth 
draw souls into deep destruction ; for, since the foil, reason, 
in every soul, hath become the devil's property ; and he useth 
it as best befits his own purpose. He is too wise to put it 
out, for by so doing he would deprive himself of one of 
his best and most effectual assistants ; but he useth it for 
souls, as the men of Cornwall were wont to use their lights 
for shipwrecked vessels ; — ^he setteth it up for a proper and 
a friendly light, and trust- worthy withal ; whereby, the wan- 
dering soul, deluded, (and, if in darkness, perplexity, distress, 
because that neither sun nor stars have for many days ap- 
peared, the more willing to run into any harbour that doth 
offer rest,) is induced to follow it, and so is dashed upon the 
rock of self-dependence, or broken by the billows of prevaQ- 
ing unbelief: whilst he, who did entice it there, stands by, 
and laughs at the success of his own stratagem. 

Reason, then, though a light, is yet but darkness, and doth 
lead from €rod ; and if you allow and follow it, you practi- 
cally deny that you are fallen in the first Adam. 

But 2. You also deny practically that you are perfectly 
redeemed, in the second Adam. For, surely, we do require a 
light to lead us, a counsellor to guide us, a wisdom to in- 
struct us ; and inasmuch as we lost these wholly in the first 
Adam, imless they were as fully restored to us in the second 
Adam, as they were lost in the first, the redemption would not 
he comfkUy but only partial: and, moreover, unless the pro- 
vision, made for their supply in the second Adam, were equally 
full and sufficient to meet all the necessities of the case, as it 
was full and sufficient to meet them in the first Adam, neither 
would the redemption be complete, but only partial. But 
the b'ght afforded by reason in the first Adam unfallen, was 
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quite enough in itself.io meet all the neceodtiesof the case, in- 
somuch that it needed not the aid or help of any other light ; 
it was a wisdom sufficient in itself to meet the wants of him 
who owned it : had it heen otherwise, Adam would have been 
imperfect, and the first creaton defective in its fairest orna- 
ment. The Lord of the creation would have been less finish- 
ed in formation than his subjects ; for they (the animals) have, 
each within itself, a light sufficient to meet all their wants. 
This, then, being the case, that we possessed in the first 
Adam unfallen a wisdom or light sufficient in itself to 
meet all our wants, without the aid of any other light, and 
seeing that we lost this wJiolly in the fedl, (which has been 
shown already) then, it follows, that in order to our complete 
redemption in the second Adam, we must have provided for 
us in Him a wisdom or light sufficient to meet all our wants, 
without the aid of any other light, — L e. a wisdom or light 
sufficient in itself. And thus it really is, for Christ is of Grod 
made unto us msdom^ righteousness, &c. There is right- 
eousness in Him sufficient to meet all our wants without 
the addition of any righteousness in ourselves ;** and there 
is wisdom in Him sufficient to meet all our wants without 
the assistance of any wisdom in ourselves. He is the true 
Ligh1>— the Light of the world, so that the soul which fol- 
loweth Him shall not wdk in darkness. Think you there is 
not light in the sun sufficient for a man to wdk thereby 
without the assistance of a farthing rushlight ? If there be 
any need at oM of the light of our reason in divine things, it 
must be because there is not light and wisdom enough for us 
in Christ ; and consequently, in consenting to allow and fol- 
low your reason as a director, you practically deny that you 
are perfectly redeemed in the second Adam. 

3. You harbour and encourage one of most deadly 
enemies to true faith. The ruin and the misery of man is 
this, — that he lives in himself and upon, or by himself : his 
redemption is his being brought out of himself to live in Ood, 
and upon, or by God; and the instrument whereby God 

* In respect to our Justification. 



yGoogk 



47 

effects this deliverance is faith acting upon Christ. The 
proper object of faith is Christ : and eveiy act of real faith is, 
in £Eu:ty an act of dependence upon God in Christ ; and con- 
sequently, a living (in that act) upon God, and also an ap- 
proach'to God. Faithy then, has the tendency to lead us 
away from a living on ourselves, to a living upon God: 
wherefore, every thing that tends to confirm us in living upon 
ourselves, is an enemy to faith ; — and none so powerful as 
reason; for it is by virtue of his reason that man hath lord- 
ship over the creation, and godship in the creation.* By his 
reason he is sufficient for himsdf--ihat is, a God unto him- 
sdf; and, therefore it is, that in reason, chiefly, doth the pride 
of independence hold its place. Reason, then, must be in di- 
rect opposition to faith, which is the dwelling of dependence ; 
wherefore, in allowing and following reason, you harbour and 
encourage one of the most deadly enemies to faith. Our call- 
ing is " to trust in the Lord with all our heart ? " but in order 
to this, we must cease to ^* lean unto our ovm understanding,^* 
Now, when we walk by reasovCs light, we do lean to our own 
understanding, and so are prevented &om trusting in the 
Lordyu% : nor is it in some, or even in most things that we 
should so trust, (as though there were exceptions to this rule 
when we might be allowed to lean to our own understanding,) 
for our vocation is " in off our ways to acknowledge Him;** 
to which the promise annexed is, that He wiU direct our 
paths" But, when we walk by reason on any occasion, we 
acknowledge ourselves, not God; neither does God direct our 
way, but we direct it for ourselves, and err accordingly. The 
source of all this is, that we are "wise in our own eyes;" the 
view we take of ourselves is that we have some wisdom ; and, 
having it, of course we use it ; and not only use it, but ghry in 
it also ; for if we have any thing in us fit to be used, it is also 
fit to be gloried in. But in order that no flesh may glory in 
God's presence. He has provided wisdom, righteousness, &c. 
for us in Christ, not in ourselves ; so that by using these we 
may glory not in ourselves, (as we must necessarily do when 

* Gen. 3. 5, 7. 
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we use any thing in ourselves) but in the Lord. Every act- 
ing of faith, then, has the tendency to lead a man to glory in 
the Lord ; but every act of dependence upon our own (rea- 
son) has the tendency to make us glory in ourselves : where- 
fore, reason must needs be a great enemy to £edth. 

Now, may the Lord of His infinite mercy preserve my be- 
loved brother from " an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
from the living God ;" may He cast down all his reasonings 
and every high thing in him, (whereof reason is one of the 
highest) that exaUeth itself against the knowledge of Christy (ob- 
serve in these words the proper tendency of reason,) and bring 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ ;* 
and finally, may He accomplish the work of faith in him 
with power; — this is the sincere desire and fervent prayer of 
his loving brother and- companion in tribulation, 

HENRY JAMES PRINCE. 

* 2 Cor. 10. 5. 
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Well beloved in the Lord, 

You desire greatly to know whether there can 
be any safe peace, without the soul being fully conscious 
whence it proceeds. I will endeavour' to reply to the state 
of mind which proposed the question, rather than to the 
question itself. You are concerned about the wel&re of 
your soul, you desire to find your happiness in Grod, you are 
particularly anxious to escape that self-deception and false 
peace, which you perceive in many, to secure the favour of 
Grod, and ultimately to attain eternal life. Your mind is un- 
certain and perplexed in reference to the method of obtain^ 
ing these objects, and the sureness of success. Now, it is the 
presence of this uncertainty and perplexity in your mind, 
which causes the absence of peace therein : if you will quietly 
attend to what passes in your own heart, you will perceive 
this to be the case. This, then, being the cause of your want 
of peace, suppose you were made acquainted with any me- 
thod of removing that cause, and adopted it, it would of course 
depend entirely upon the question, — ^whether that method 
were in accordance with the will of Grod, and to his glory, as 
to whether the peace would be a proper peace or not. Now, 
there is but one method by which you can obtain a proper 
peace, that is a peace, consistent with the glory of God, and 
agreeable to his will. The Gospel makes known that single 
method, and declares it to be simple faith in Christ. 

But you say, no doubt, that you cannot tell what faith is, 
and that you would gladly avail yourself of that method? 



yGoogk 



50 

if you did but know how. Let me tell you then what faith 
is ; it is no yiolent ^ort of the mindy such that one may say, 
now I have done it ; no strong feding^ such that one may 
say, now I have got it ; no certain state of mind or attain- 
ment, such that one may say, now I tan. in it. None of these 
is faith, though some of them usually, but not uniyersaUy, 
accompany, or follow it. They may and too often do exist 
without it, and they form the ground of a £Edse peace in most 
professors : nay, our understandings are so darkened, and our 
stubborn hearts are so bent on making lies their refuge, that 
we perseveringly continue to seek for such things, in order 
(though we suspect it not,) that we may stay thereon, and 
will sometimes wait for years in hopes of finding something 
of the kind hereafter, if we are without it now. 

^^ Thus saith the Lord, the Holy one of Israel, in returning 
and rest shall ye be saved, in quietness and confidence shaU be 
your strength."* Herein is set forth Qod^s method of conferr- 
ing peace and salvation upon a soul, even in, turning to Hiijg^ 
and resting ; that is, in turning to God, and domg nQMn^ it 
shall be saved. What a strange way of being saved ! Who 
would ever have thought of such a way bi^t God himself? 
and indeed, when God has thought of it for us, it is a way so 
very unlike what we shonld, have thought of, that we find it 
very difficult to believe it can be the right way. In qvielinees 
and cor^tdence shall be your strength. The confidence here 
alluded to is confidence or trust in Jehovah* Observe, how 
confidence is associated with quietness: real confidence in 
GodiA always connected with quietness insdf and thi^ union 
constitutes salvation by faith : a cessation from our own 
works, not only our outward, but our inward works ; — ^for 
whilst the soul works even in an inward way, there ca^mot 
be true quietness and rest. But how difficult does the soul 
find it, even after it has ceased from all dependance upon its 
outward works to cease from its inward works as well! How 
eubtlely does it endeavour either to he or io do something, to 
obtain some improved condition, soipae state, feeling, or at- 

* Isaiah 30. 15. 
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tlunment which it has proposed to itself as being desirable ! 
and when beaten out of one, how quickly does it seek ano- 
ther ! How unwilling to think, that it ought to have peace 
and sidvation without being any thing else than what it is, 
or getting any thing else than what it has How tardy 
to believe that in resHngy in literally doing nothing, it can 
be saved, and that a quietness and confidence arising out of 
ikia would give it strength. — ^^ And ye would not, but ye said 
no/** Is not this the language of the soul? It does not 
like tills way : it will use its own way — ** we will flee upoh 
horses." — ^When the soul is bent upon doing^ God will let it 
do, " Theref<»e shall ye flee." We will take the best way, 
the way our wisdom most approves. " We will ride upon 
tiie swift." Grod, however, can soon overtake, and turn out 
the soul from its false refuges. ^* Therefore shall they that 
pursue you be swift.** Thus is the soul taught in an experi- 
mental manner, that its very best ways of obtaining peace 
and salvation, as, for instance, its inward works, its sincerity, 
eontrition, holy desires, godly purposes, &c* are vain. 
Even *^ a horse is a vain thing for safety, neither shall he 
deliver any by his great strength."t Though strengthened in 
these, and many other evidences, yet will a single accusation 
of the conscience quite destroy its confidence, and put to 
flight its peace, until, at length, it is obliged to let go aU, and 
the soul is left in its own sight like a harepok upon a hill, j: 
*' One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one, at the rebuke 
of five shall ye flee, till ye be left as a beacon upon the top 
of a mountain and as an ensign on a hill." 

The following verse contains a key to God's method of pro- 
ceeding witii a soul, when bringing it to peace and salvation : 
^ And therefore will the Lord wait, that He may be gracious 
unto you, and therefore will He be exalted, that He may 
have mercy upon you, for the Lord is a God of judgment ; 
blessed are all they that wait for Him." Here you wiU 
notice that Grod waits for a soul : and also why He waits. — 
^'that He may be gracious." God propounds this way of 

* iBaiah 30. 15, 16. t Psalm 33. 17. t Isaiah 30. 17. Margin* * 
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conferring peace and salvation, viz : — ^by the soul's ceasing 
entirely from its own works, to depend upon Himself in 
Christ. But the soul does not quite approve of this way, 
and is secretly going about, to do or to get something in- 
wardly, first in one way, and then in another. Now, God 
has no other way of bestowing peace and salvation, than in 
the way of grace : — but if salvation be of gracBy then it is no 
more of foorks : otherwise grace is no more grace** So that 
whilst the soul is at heart set upon doing something, how- 
ever excellent or inward it may be, it is not in a state to re- 
ceive salvation by grace ; for when it of grace, it is no more of 
works, Grace and works are set in opposition to each other, 
in the matter of justification ; so that when the soul is look- 
ing for peace and salvation by f»orlc8j then it is not really 
looking for them by grace ; for when it does look for them by 
graccy it rw more looks for them by works. Now, as God 
bestows peace and salvation only in the way of grace, and as 
one who is working, cannot at heart be looking for it in the 
way of grace^ but rather of dc6*,t therefore does the Lord 
in condescending kindness wait that He may be gracious. 
Having noticed why God waits, you will now observe how 
long He waits ; even until the soul be left as a beaxjon on the 
top of a mountain, and as an ensign on a hill. The awakened 
soul desires to become a tree of righteousness ; it desires and 
endeavours to bring forth fruit, unconscious at first how 
much it is seeking fruit, in order that it may depend upon it. 
So long as it can see some evidences, it has confidence in God> 
and by the ctdtivation and increase of these, it seeks to estab- 
lish and confirm its confidence ; but when the Lord would teach 
the soul to receive peace and salvation as of ^race. He gra- 
dually takes away its evidences ; and though, as one is taken, 
the soul struggles to obtain another, yet doth the Lord, by 
carrying on His work more deeply, strip the soul of all its 
graces, till at length the soul, so far from being a tree with 
fruits of righteousness upon it, is, in its own eyes, no better 
than a bare pole, a withered, empty, hollow trunk, stripped 

* Rom. U. 6. t chap. 4. i. 
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not only of its fruit, but of its foliage too : it is left as a 
beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on a 
hill. As the fruit falls off, and the foliage withers, the peace 
and confidence which were built upon them, decay together 
with them, and the soul, being at length constrained to let go 
ally is now brought into a condition to receive peace and 
salvation as a gift of grace : in other words, *^ in turning to 
Grod and resting it is saved, in quietness and confidence it 
finds its strength.'' Thus the Lord waits that He may be 
gracious until the soul ceases from workingy and when it 
does really cease from working, then, and not till then, it 
finds peace in believing. 

Yet again : — God will be exaltedy that He may have mercy. 
It is agreeable to God's Kingly majesty as governor of the 
universe, as well as to the relation which subsists between 
Himself as the Creator, and man as His fallen rebellious crea- 
ture, to exalt Himself in having mercy. This He does by 
conveying His mercy through the medium of faith : nor 
will He make known His mercy to a soul in any other way, 
than that which will admit of His being exalted thereby. Now 
such a way is that of faith. When God «makes known His 
mercy in this way. He is exalted. He is exalted as a Sove- 
reigny and as a Saviour, As a Sovereign : — for so long as the 
soul can see any evidences or graces in itself, it can see some 
reason why God should have mercy on it, and consequently 
it cannot be in a state to receive salvation from God as a So- 
vereign : but when its inward works are taken from it, and 
it discovers that all its sincere intentions, pious resolutions, 
holy desires, and godly sorrows, cannot in any degree recom- 
mend it to the divine mercy, and that in respect to the mat- 
ter of justification, God will not set the slightest value on 
them ; when the soul can see no reason why Grod should have 
mercy upon itself, more than upon any other on whom He 
has not mercy : when it really discovers that it is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that shew- 
eth mercy ;* when it actually perceives that it is of the 

• Rom. 9. i6^ 
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same lump with the rest of the human species^ and just ae fit, 
as regards what it is in itself, to he a vessel of wretthy as it is 
to be a vessel of merely — ^that it is at the absolute disposal of 
God, just as the clay is at the disposal of the potter, and that 
nothing but the absolute will of God, independently of any 
thing the soul is, or does, or can be or do, is that which is to de- 
termine whether it shall be a vessel to honour or dishonour ; — 
and lastly, when it diseems that if it should be the will of 
God to make it a vessel to dishonour, it can reply nothing 
against God, nor say, " why hast thou made me thus 1***— 
In a word, when the soul doth experimentally understandthat 
the only thing which is to determine its eternal condition, 
whether for heaven or for hell is the absolute will? of a holy 
and just, but offended and dishonoured God : then is that 
soul in a state to receive salvation from God, as a Sovereign, 
and God in bestowing mercy on it is exalted as a Sovereign, 

But He is also exalted as a Saviour : — ^for while the soul is 
yet alive in its own life, and therefore able to be or do some- 
thing on account of which it may have confidence towards 
God, there really is in heart, though the individual be 
quite unconscious of it, some looking to himself as well as to 
Christ for peace and salvation : hence God is not exalted, as 
a Saviour to have mercy. But when the soul, having built 
with bricks to no purpose, and afterwards with hewn stones 
to as little, discovers that it really has no tools to work with, 
nor any strength to use them, if it had ; when it inwardly 
discovers that salvation is by faith only, and not by works, 
and at the same time, perceives that it has not got that faith, 
and that, moreover, every attempt to do fiuth, is a further 
departure from it ; finally, when the soul is shut up in un- 
belief, and clearly sees that when* Gt>d shutteth, none but 
God can open ; then is that soul in a state to receive salva- 
tion from God in Christ as a Saviour, and God, in bestowing 
mercy upon it, is exalted as a Saviour, 

Thus is God exalted as a Sovereign, and a Saviour, that 
He may have mercy. Is He not a God wonderful in work- 

* Rom 20. 21. 
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ing ? Hath He not done all things well ? In all His dealings 
with His people, though often great and marveUooSy yet is He 
a God of judgmenJk, He worketh all things according to 
the counsel of His own will. Blessed indeed are all they that 
woUfor Him ; — ^wait for Him, whilst He is waiting for than. 
He is waiting for them, till they are able to receive sahration 
by grace^ and they must wait for Him till He hath made 
them able ; for the whole work is God* a work : it is He and 
He only who can fit the soul to receive salvation by grace : 
it is He who must make poor as well as afterwards make 
rich : it is He who must empty the soul, as well aa fill it 
when it has been emptied : it is He who must break the 
heart, as well as bind it up : and the means whereby God 
does these things is by keeping the soul waiting upon Him, 
in the midst of, and notwithstanding all its deadness, barren- 
ess, desolation, and corruption. It is good therefore that a 
man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of 
the Lord ; and blessed, yea, thrice blessed are all they that 
wait for Him. 

You will say however, tliat I have yet to describe what 
faith is. — Faith, then, is simply this, the soul's confiding or 
trusting in Jesus Christ. Suppose, for instance, that you, 
having long laboured in vain to help yourself, having striven 
for some particular state or condition, having dreaded a mis- 
taken confidence, and having been perplexed by doubts, doc- 
trines, temptations, experiences, and other difficulties, should 
in depair of finding what you want, or of becoming any better ^ 
come in your present state, just as you are, whatever that 
state may be, and commit your soul entirely, and unreservedly 
to the care of Jesus Christ j to guide you in this world, and 
to save you in the next, believing that He is both willing and 
able to do this, — that would be faith, and the effect of it 
would be peace. You will notice then that the object of 
faith is something without you: now this object, Jesus 
Christ is the same now that He ever will be, then why 
not begin at once to commit your soul to His care? Is 
there not a feeling that you must wait until you can see 
some reason why you should trust Him thus implicitly? 
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If you could see that you had any faiths you would trust 
Him then, but would not that be makmg the faith in you 
the ground of confidence in Christ ? This would not be be- 
lieving in Christy but believing in faithy for what the soul 
confides in^ that it is which it believes in. If you come, 
however, without seeing any feith in you, or any thing else, 
as an ungodly sinner y and neither seeing nor feeling any thing 
but hardness, deadness, and sin, cast your soul both for time, 
and for eternity on the free grace of God in Christ, you then 
believCy and you have no other ground of confidence than the 
covenant faithfulness of God ; and what other can you 
want 1 This is the rock of ages. Having thus committed 
your soul, it may be in weakness, but in sincerity, to the care 
of Christ for time and eternity, you have the faithfulness of 
a never-failing God, to fall back upon in every trial, tempta- 
tion, or working of corruption. This never failing faithful- 
ness of God would prove a strong consolation, an anchor to 
your soul, both sure and stedfast, when tossed on the billows 
of raging corruption, or driven before the winds of Satan's 
fierce assaults. Ships that do not ride in troubled seas, require 
not anchors. This faithfulness of God in Christ is the '* Nail " 
that is fixed in a sure place, and hereon you may hang the 
burthen of your soul's salvation, it shall never fall. 

Perhaps you will ask, if I thus commit my soul to Christ 
without any evidence, how do I know that I may not be de- 
ceived : you would be deceived if it depended in any degree up- 
on your own wisdom or watchfulness to prevent it, and your 
only security from deception is the faithfulness of Christ : do 
you want a better?* Is it possible that Christ should suffer 
that soul to deceive itself, or to be deceived by Satan, which 
commits itself to His keeping ? Oh how should we blush at 
such a dreadful unbelief. Would an earthly friend deceive 
you, or suffer you to be deceived ? Nay, would not even a dis- 
honest man almost be compelled to faithfulness by such a con- 
fidence, and shall not Jesus ? What I is He less worthy to be 
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trnsted than a miserable man ? Oh imbelief, Oh deep, Oh 
deadly. Oh destroying unbelief 1 ! ! 

Farewell thou dear, but doubting soul. 
Believe ; — and thou art then made whole ; 
Yet seek not to behold thy healing. 
Lest Faith should then give way to feeling : 
Suffice it for thine eye to see 
Thy Lord and His sufficiency : 
Upon thyself i^une eyelids close. 
In Jesus seek thy soul's repose : 
In Him thou'lt find a heavenly rest. 
Whilst sleeping on thy Saviour's breast ; 
Nor need another source than this 
To famish thee with life, and peace. 
Delay no longer then, I pray, 
As though the Lord were far away. 
Thou nced'st not look beyond the sky 
For one who even now is nigh. 
Nor seek for Him beyond the sea. 
Who sighs to have His home in thee, 
g Oh wander then away no more. 

Behold, — He standeth at the door : — 
And bids thee open all thy soul. 
To this thy own Redeemer's call ; 
He bids thee dwell in Him, and He, 
Thou doubting soul, will dwell in thee. 
O, tarry not to ask Him how. 
But know, 'tis by believing now : 
Believe, I say : thou dost : — and He 
Is thine through all eternity ! 

I now remain in Jesus your weak but mighty, poor but 
wealthy, wretched but most blessed, and sincerely loving 
brother, 

HENRY JAMES PRINCE. 
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THE WISDOM AND THE GLORY OP THE CROSS. 

^' And I, IF I BB LIFTED UP FBOM THE EARTH, WILL DRAW 
ALL MEN UNTO ME." JoHN 12. 82. 

A PARTING GIFT TO MT OWN DEAR BRETHREN IN JeSUS, AS A 
TOKEN OF MT LOVE TO THEM, AND ALSO AS AN INCENTIVE TO 
THEIR SEEKING DIUGENTLT A PERFECT UNION WITH GoD, 
AND WITH EACH OTHER. '^ThAT THET ALL MAT BE ONE, 
EVEN AS WE ARE ONE ; I IN THEM, AND THOU IN ME ; THAT 
THET MAT BE MADE PERFECT INTO ONE." JOHN l7. 22, 23. 

Every created object bas some specific rest, which 
forms, as it were, its centre of enaction. This rest it has a 
natural tendency to seek, and is restless till it find it. The 
beast desires the dry land, the fish the water, and the byd 
the air, as the objects of thdr rest respectively, and separate 
from which, they are ^pesUess and unhappy. 

The rest of earthly souls is earth ; this they desire ; to this 
they cleave ; in this they dwell, and breathe, as in their pro- 
per element ; remote from this they pine and gasp for life, as 
does a fish when taken firom its proper element the water, or 
any breathing animal from aur. And thus, when earth is 
all departed, there will be in hell a kind of dying life, or 
living death ; so much of life as still shall keep them in a 
state of dying ; yet not enough to let them really live ; ever 
dying, and yet, never dead! Of God-begotten souls, the 
proper rest is God ; apart fi?om whom they are, and ever must 
be restless. Drawn by the centripetal attraction of in-dwelling 
grace, to Him they ever tend in a straight line as to their 
common centre. The movement of souls, whilst in their pro- 
gress to the Creator firom the various positions which they 
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occupied on the widely extended surface of the creature, may 
be represented by straight lines drawn from the circumfer- 
ence of a circle to its centre ; and God, being the common 
centre of them all, it is evident, that in proportion as they 
approach to God^ they likewise draw nearer to each other ; 
and this is the secret of all true Christian Uman, which is, 
in &cty a spiritual approximation. Thus : — 

Fig. I. 




Btuls A in progress towards their common centre 6. 1 and 2 at the point 
G are nearer to each other than 3 and 4 at D, because they are nearer to their 
oommon centre G ; so 3 and 4 at D than 5 and 6 at E. 

Whilst yet on the extended surface of the creature, souls 
are at the greatest possible distance, both from the Creator 
and from each other. Thus : — with respect to God, they 
are all without the circumference of a sphere of which He is 
the centre ; and with respect to each other,eyery one con- 
stitutes the centre of a sphere of his own, without the cir- 
cumference of which are all the rest. Thus :— 
Fia. II. ^ — \ 




Souls A without the circumference of God G, and of each other. 
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But to explain more fully. If, as is the case, every object na- 
turally seeks its own centre of rest, it is evident they 
never can be united, except by their having one common 
centre of rest If the rest of the fish be water, and that 
of the bird be air, and each naturally tend towards its oton 
centre of rest, it is clear they cannot be united. It is 
equally clear, that the more the centres of rest are mul- 
tiplied, the more is disunion increased ; so that, if it were 
possible that every object should have its own particu- 
lar centre of rest, the disunion would reach its acme, and 
every individual would be placed at the greatest possible 
degree of separation from the others. Now this self-love 
eflRects by making every man the centre of his own 
sphere. Whatever any soul habitually seeks, it really makes 
the centre of its rest : but unconverted man habitually seeks 
himself and, therefore, is himself the centre of his rest ; and 
this is what I mean when I remark that every unconverted' 
man is the centre of his sphere. But if it be true, that every man 
does constitute the centre of his own sphere ; then it is evi- 
dent, that he must necessarily be without the circumference 
of the sphere of every other man ; for it is not possible that 
one sphere should have its centre within the circumference 
of any other sphere : and of course, the centre <^f the sphere 
of every other man must always be without thi circumfer- 
ence of his. Therefore, universally, respecting unconverted 
souls ; each constitutes the centre of its own sphere, without 
the circumference of which are all the others. 

Having shown that souls, whilst on the surface of the crea- 
ture, are placed at the greatest possible degree of separation 
both from God, and from each other ; I proceed to observe 
that, the cause of their disunion being found in this, that 
each forms its own centre of rest, — ^then the only possible 
method by which this evil can be remedied is, by affording a 
common centre to them all. Now this the Gospel does ; ex- 
hibited therein is God in Christ, the newly constituted cen- 
tre of attraction ; drawing all men to Himself ^ the author 
of the movement, and its. end. Thus ransomed souls enticed 
from their own centres by its all constraining influence, for- 



yGoogk 



61 



sake themselves^ and fast converging one by one, &11 into this 
sweet centre of repose, and find their proper rest, a satisfac- 
tion infinite in Grod, and never ending union with each other. 
Fig. III. ^ 




Souls A, fonaking themselves B, to meet in God Q. 
Observe the singular propriety and wisdom of constituting 
union with (xody the medium of souls' union with e€u;h other. 
What is redemption, but the translation of the spirit out of 
the creature into the creator ? Therefore, if souls in progress 
to their common centre, were to efiPeet an union by any other 
means than by their meeting there, the consequence would be, 
that each, in seeking the other, would make that other its 
centre instead of Qod; and anew departure into the creature 
would take place. 
Fig. 
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Besides, when souls are thus attempting to effect an union 
with each other out of Godi those that do so, necessarily cause 
a separation from the rest ; and thus the ohjectof the whole 
would he defeated. Let the A's in Fig. IV. represent souls ; the 
dotted lines their proper direction towards their conmion cen- 
tre, God in Christ G; then, 1, 4, 7, and 8, gradually approxi- 
mate in approaching their centre G, till, arriving there^ they 
tmite in Grod ; whilst 2, and 3, effecting an union in S, separate 
from 1, and 4. They likewise retard their progress towards 
God ; for their straight line 2 G, must he shorter than the three 
straight lines 2 K, K S, S G ; because the shortest distance 
between any bodies, 2 and G must be the straight line 2 G, 
i^hich unites them. So likewise of 5 and 6 — Yet, every union 
among Christians has a natural tendency to do this, which 
is founded upon similarity of views, agreement in docfnnes, 
or any other medium than God. Perfect agreement in such 
particulars cannot be expected here ; perhaps it ought not to 
be sought for of necessity by souIa yet in their progress to- 
wards God, lest, by being too earnestly desired, they become 
thereby diverted from their movem^it in a straight directum 
towards their centre. Indeed, the relation of souls towarda 
each other in this life geneiaUy, is not, strictly speaking, ono 
so much of actual union, as of spiritual approximation. At 
present we behold them, as it were, in transitu z — their 
centre gained, we there shall find them all ^^made perfect 
into one^ Multiplicity concentred in unity, and unity ex- 
panded into multiplicity. 

But who can look upon this mighty apparatus of Om* 
nipotence, and gracious ingenuity, iJie great machinery 
of man's redemption, without astonishment and admiration 1 
Gaze on the great globe which we inhabit; behold its- 
ponderous weight, its quantity of matter, and its solid 
substance, all suspended upon nothing ! How strong must 
be the tie which keeps it there,, how wonderful the force 
of that attractive power, which still retains it in its orbit 
round the sun, whilst sweeping on through space, with 
impetus ahnost beyond conception ! Now pause : — and tell 
me by what terms we may express the strength of that tre- 
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mendous power, which, bursting bonds like these, should 
hurry it away to distance infinite, and bid it seek another 
centre,-^roll around another sun.— -And yet, belieye me, the 
tie that binds the human soul unto itself, is stronger still 
than these : for self not only is its centre, but it forms its 
axis too ; itself for ever seeking, upon itself it still revolves ; 
bound to its own being, by that ahnost Almighty Principle, 
Self-Love ; of every word, thought, action, Self is alike the 
author and the end* Hence it appears, the great antagonist 
of gospel grace, is called " Self-Love** Nor is there any 
principle of union except these two, Self-Love and Love of 
God \ antagonizing ever ; one false, the other true : for, as 
already shown, Self-Love, though seeming to unite, by draw- 
ing all unto itself, doth really form the very source of all 
disunion. Whilst men are ignorant at present, as to what 
true imion is ; — ^yet, in that day of great discovery, when 
Truth shall triumph over Falsehood, all ties, connections, 
and alliances which have not God for their foundation, will 
&il before the radiant light of Truth, as bonds of ice before 
the mid-day sun ; while every unhappy creature-cleaving 
soul will find iteeif forsaken, — ^pierced with severe amaze- 
ment at the bitter consciousness of being left throughout eter- 
nity ail-horribly alone! 

If such the mighty influence, such the power stupendous 
of Self-Love ; then, who can calculate the magnitude of that 
prevailmg principle involved in Gospel-Grace ; which, sever- 
ing such a tie as binds the soul to nothing less than its ovm 
life^ doth lead this conscions world away a voluntary exile 
from itself as £ar as time is from eternity, and teach it wil- 
lingly to find in God its centre, and its axis too ? 

Well may we pause, nor hope while on our earthly pil- 
grimage to penetrate such heights as these of power beyond 
all thought, and wisdom infinite ; where contemplation 
checks her further flight, and droops her weary wing, and 
even thought grows giddy with its elevation ; while mute 
astonishment stands still itself astonished, and eagle-eyed 
imagination fails in painful conscious, incapacity. 

Oh ye angels praise Him ; laud Him all ye flaming sera- 
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phim ; ye winged cliembim extol His holy name ; Thrones 
Powers, and Principalities adore ! Have ye no loftier strain 
nor sweeter song ; or can Creation fiimish you no nobler 
theme than that ye celebrate ; or wait ye until ransomed 
spirits rise to teach you one ? 

O then, — Redemption's Harpy strung with its myriad 
lining chords of rapture-kindled souls, and touched by hand 
Omnipotent, shall lead, with loftier theme, the chorus of Crea 
^tW« harmony; and both their notes commingling as they 
upward mount, shall onward roll through all eternity, in 
streams of melody so richly sweet, so soft, and so persuasive, 
that even silence shall consent to listen, and all the bright in- 
habitants of heaven drink in supreme delight, wrapt in sub- 
lime amazement ! 

But now, dear brethren, I needs must teach myself to say 
Farewell ! Dear brethren beloved ; how truly so God know- 
eth, and myself, since even now I live if ye stand fast* 
Alas, dear brethren, the bitterness of that sad word Farewell ! 
A word which ever lingers on the lips of those who love, and 
trembles on the tongue that scarce can utter it. Farewell, 
dear brethren, farewell ! We part ; yet wonderful to say, 
we part that we may meet the closer as its consequence. 

"Oh the depth," the great unfathomable depth "of the riches 
both of the wisdom, and knowledge of God ! How unsearch- 
able are His judgments, and His ways past finding out ! For 
who hath known the mind of the Lord 1 Or who hath been 
His counsellor ? Or who hath first given to him, that it may 
be recompensed to him again? For from Him, and through 
Him, and to Him are all things," to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen and Amen ! 

HENRY J. PRINCE. 

Lampeter, Dec. ^th, 1839. 
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